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REPORT. 


Office  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

Baltimore,  January  1.  1882. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor 

and  City  Council  of  Baltimore : 
Gentlemen  : 

The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore respectfully  submits,  for  your  honorable  consid- 
eration, the  twenty-third  annual  report  of  the  Fire 
Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1881. 

During  the  year  there  were  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  (324)  alarms  of  fire,  against  three  hundred  and 
forty-three  (343)  of  the  previous  year,  and  a  total  loss 
of  $454,773.35.  Owing  to  the  increased  risk  to  property, 
caused  by  more  buildings  being  year  by  year  erected, 
and  being  larger  in  size,  and  so  many  feet  higher,  it  can 
readily  be  seen,  that  while  the  loss  has  been  smaller 
than  last  year,  yet  the  labors  performed  have  been 
much  more  arduous,  and  the  service  of  apparatus  much 
more  required  to  extinguish  and  to  prevent  fire  — 
there  having  been,  during  the  past  year,  thirteen  (13) 
second  alarms,  against  two  (2)  for  the  preceding  year. 
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The  sum  of  $186,459.00  was  appropriated  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Department  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1881,  and  the  amount  expended  was  $186,456.84, 
leaving  an  undrawn  balance  of  $2.16.  Compared  with 
the  appropriation  for  the  year  1880,  while  the  Depart- 
ment has  spent  more  the  past  year  than  in  1880,  it  has 
been  caused  by  the  fact  that  by  reason  of  long  service 
the  apparatus  has  been  declining  in  efficiency,  owing  to 
the  greath  length  of  time  most  of  the  engines  have  been 
in  use,  and  this  Commission  would  respectfully  urge, 
that  the  repair  account  has  now,  of  necessity,  become  so 
large  that  it  is  a  matter  of  real  economy  to  renew 
rather  than  repair  some  of  the  engines  now  in  use  ;  and 
when,  in  addition  to  this,  a  new  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany has  been  in  active  service,  the  close  economy  and 
careful  management  by  which  this  Commission  has 
been  enabled  to  keep  within  the  appropriation  allowed 
it,  can  at  once  be  seen,  and  readily  appreciated. 

From  time  to  time  there  have  been  many  improve- 
ments in  apparatus  used  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires, 
and  yet,  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  appropriation  in 
the  past,  this  Commission  has  been  unable  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  has  been  crippled  in  effective- 
ness thereby.  Although  the  number  of  engines  in  this 
Department  is  seventeen,  yet  of  these,  fourteen  have  been 
in  continuous  service,  ranging  from  sixteen  to  twenty- 
three  years,  and  there  is  no  kind  of  property  that  de- 
teriorates so  quickly  as  do  steam  fire-engines,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  they  must  be  driven  over  the  rough  streets 
of  oar  city  at  a  rapid  rate  of  speed,  and  thereby  requir- 
ing  many   and   often   repeated    repairs — the   item   for 
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apparatus  repairs  being  a  constantly  increasing  and  a 
very  heavy  one. 

Owing  to  the  rapidity  with  which  the  outlying  por- 
tions of  this  city  and  suburbs  have  been  built  up,  and 
the  increased  manufacturing  interests,  a  large  addi- 
tional area  for  fire  service  has  been  added,  which,  from 
the  insecure  manner  in  which  buildings  are  constructed, 
in  the  absence  of  any  building  law,  adds,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  large  increase  of  second  fire-alarms  over  the  pre- 
ceding year,  to  the  labor  and  consequent  expense  of  this 
Department. 

This  Commission  finds  itself  compelled  to  repeat 
many  things  that  it  deemed  of  urgent  importance,  and 
so  stated  in  its  report  of  last  year ;  and  it  would  again 
reiterate,  that  because  of  the  increased  service  already 
mentioned,  and  the  absence  in  many  localities  of  a 
proper  water  supply,  notably  the  western  and  north- 
western portions  of  the  city,  long  leads  of  hose,  ranging 
from  twelve  hundred  to  two  thousand  feet,  are  fre- 
quently made  necessary.  The  immense  pressure  on 
these  leads  of  hose  required  to  force  the  water  from  the 
engine  to  the  fire,  is  frequently  greater  than  any  mate- 
rial used  for  this  purpose  can  stand  ;  and  there  have 
been  many  instances  when  from  six  to  eight  sections  of 
hose  have  been  burst,  by  reason  of  this  great  pressure, 
at  a  single  fire ;  and  the  consequent  strain  upon  the  hose 
naturally  weakens  it,  a  fact  continually  demonstrated, 
so  that  to-day,  out  of  twenty-eight  thousand  feet  of 
hose  in  the  Department,  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  is 
in  what  may  be  called  thoroughly  reliable  condition — 
the  increased  per  centum  of  good   hose   being   solely 
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owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Department  has  purchased 
within  the  last  year  a  large  amount  of  new  hose. 

We  again  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  deficient 
water  supply  in  many  parts  of  the  city,  and  in  this 
relation  we  beg  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Engineer. 

With  the  exception  of  Nos.  3  and  5,  the  engine  houses 
of  the  Department  are  in  good  order,  only  needing  such 
repair  consequent  upon  the  wear  and  tear  common  to 
all  buildings.  This  Commission  especially  calls  atten- 
tion to  that  part  of  the  Chief  Engineer's  report  refer- 
ring to  the  two  houses  above  mentioned. 

No.  4  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  located  on  Biddle 
street,  near  Druid  Hill  avenue,  having  been  placed  in 
service  under  Ordinance  No.  61,  approved  April  27, 
1880,  a  necessity  for  the  removal  of  No.  2  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  to  a  point  nearer  the  centre  of  the 
district  expected  to  be  covered  by  that  apparatus  has 
arisen.  In  his  report  of  this  year  the  Chief  Engineer 
says : 

"  I  will  again  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
removing  No.  2  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  from  their 
present  location  on  Paca  street  to  one  nearer  to  the  val- 
uable property  around  the  Spring  Gardens  and  at  Locust 
Point,  as  these  sections  have  become,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  location  of  a  large  number  of  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments that  need  better  protection  from  fire  than  is 
now  afforded  them.  From  the  present  location  of  No.  2 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company  to  Locust  Point,  is  over  twTo 
miles  in  distance,  and  it  takes  them  fifteen  minutes  to 
go  to  this  point,  where  are  situated  large  storehouses, 
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grain  elevators,  several  lines  of  steamships,  dwelling 
houses,  and  manufacturing  establishments.  No.  2  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  should  be  located  somewhere  in 
the  vicinity  of  Xo.  2  Engine  Company,  as  from  this 
location  they  could  run  to  the  valuable  property  on 
Eutaw,  Liberty,  Sharp,  Hanover,  Charles,  German,  Lom- 
bard and  Pratt  streets,  in  three  or  four  minutes,  besides 
being  much  nearer  to  the  property  in  the  southern  sec- 
tion that  I  have  mentioned  as  needing  protection.  The 
house  which  they  now  occupy  on  Paca  street  will  be  a 
first-rate  place  for  a  chemical  engine  company,  as  it  is 
in  close  proximity  to  many  large  business  houses. " 

We  again  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Chief  Engineer  in  regard  to  chemical 
engines,  all  of  which  receives  our  warmest  approbation 
and  most  unequivocal  endorsement.  AVe  consider  chem- 
ical engines  valuable  adjuncts  to  fire  departments. 

The  urgency  and  importance  of  the  matter  compel  us 
to  again  renew  our  recommendation  for  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  housemen.  The  number  of  men  on  reg- 
ular duty  in  each  engine  house  at  present  is  three,  and 
in  each  hook  and  ladder  house  two.  There  are  nine 
hours  in  the  day  in  the  engine  houses  when  there  are 
only  two  men  on  duty,  and  there  are  six  hours  in  the 
hook  and  ladder  houses  when  there  is  only  one  man  on 
duty — the  other  men  being  away  at  meals.  Fires  have 
frequently  occurred  during  these  hours,  whereby  the 
apparatus  has  been  greatly  delayed  on  account  of  these 
men  being  away.  Cases  have  occurred  where  the  appa- 
ratus has  remained  in  the  house  until  the  arrival  of  the 
absent  member.     We,  therefore,  again  respectfully  ask 
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for  the  passage  of  an  ordinance  decreasing  the  number 
of  firemen  in  each  engine  company  from  eight  to  seven, 
and  in  the  hook  and  ladder  companies  from  ten  to  nine, 
and  creating  an  additional  houseman  for  each  company, 
thereby  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Department  to 
a  considerable  extent. 

The  disastrous  experience  through  which  other  cities 
have  passed  in  the  past  year,  notably  the  terrible 
calamity  that  recently  befell  the  city  of  Vienna,  dem- 
onstrates the  fact  that  many  of  the  accidents  happening 
in  places  where  crowds  of  people  congregate,  such  as 
churches,  theatres,  schools,  factories,  &c,  cause  us  to 
recommend  that  the  law  compelling  suitable  means  of 
egress,  in  case  of  fire  and  panic,  should  be  carried  out  to 
the  letter ;  and  realizing  that  the  present  requirements 
of  the  law  are  insufficient,  we  would  strenuously  urge 
that  such  ordinances,  covering  the  above  suggestions,  be 
immediately  passed  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

"We  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing recommendation  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  all  of 
which  we  most  cordially  endorse  : 

"  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  need  of  better 
protection  to  the  great  extent  and  amount  of  valuable 
property  along  the  water  front,  which  is  ten  miles, 
which  is  built  up  with  wharves  and  piers,  on  which 
are  erected  large  warehouses,  also  sheds,  many  of  which 
are  filled  with  inflammable  materials  and  valuable  mer- 
chandise, besides  which  there  are  many  steamships  and 
other  vessels.  A  great  many  large  fires  that  occur  are 
close  to  the  water  front,  and  are  generally  so  situated 
that  the  streams  from  the  fire  engines  cannot  be  placed 
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to  do  effective  service.  At  several  large  fires  tliat  have 
occurred,  material  help  was  rendered  to  the  Depart- 
ment in  subduing  the  fire  by  the  steam  tugboat  Convoy, 
which  belongs  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany, which  is  fitted  out  with  a  powerful  pump,  capable 
of  throwing  three  large  streams  of  water  a  great  dis- 
tance ;  and,  as  some  protection  should  be  afforded  this 
valuable  property,  I  would  recommend  that  the  steam- 
tug  Baltimore,  which  belongs  to  the  city,  should  be  fit- 
ted out  with  a  pump  for  fire  purposes,  similar  to  the  one 
on  the  Convoy,  and  that  the  boat  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  as  nearly 
all  the  large  commercial  cities  have  boats  fitted  up  in 
this  way  to  protect  property  along  their  water  fronts. 
The  importance  of  having  a  boat  fitted  up  to  protect 
property  on  the  water,  was  forcibly  demonstrated  at  the 
fire  which  occurred  on  the  morning  of  November  28th 
last  atthe  Canton  wharves,  foot  of  Chesapeake  street.  It 
commenced  in  a  floating  grain  elevator,  and  in  a  short 
time  two  floating  elevators,  two  canal  boats,  two  steam 
yachts,  two  large  covered  wharves,  and  the  Russian 
bark  Vesta,  were  in  flames.  The  property  that  was 
burning,  being  on  the  water,  the  engines  were  in  a  man- 
ner powerless  to  aid  them.  The  fire  spread  from  one 
vessel  to  another,  and  when  their  moorings  burnt  away, 
they  floated  out  in  the  stream  and  endangered  other 
property  at  the  wharves  where  they  lodged;  and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  aid  rendered  by  the  steamtug  Min- 
nie, which  towed  out  one  of  the  burning  elevators  from 
the  wharf  of  Messrs.  Baker  &  Bros.,  where  it  had  lodged, 
there  would  have  been  a  great  destruction  of  property 
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at  this  point,  as  there  was  stored  on  the  wharf  fifteen 
hundred  tons  of  saltpetre  and  a  great  quantity  of  inflam- 
mable merchandise." 

We  also  call  your  attention  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Chief  Engineer,  for  the  erection  of  twenty-two 
additional  fire  alarm  boxes,  all  of  which  are  actually 
needed. 

The  use  of  the  improved  hook  and  ladder  truck, 
known  as  the  Hayes'  patent,  by  this  Department  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  effectiveness  demonstrated  thereby, 
cause  us  to  especially  call  your  attention  to  that  item 
of  the  estimate  of  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year,  fur- 
nished to  your  Honorable  Body,  asking  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  an  additional  one ;  and  in  con- 
nection therewith  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Engineer  on  the  same  subject. 

In  regard  to  the  Police  and  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  we 
call  the  attention  of  your  Honorable  Body  to  the  very 
carefully  prepared  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  that 
part  of  the  service,  under  our  control  and  supervision. 
While  we  cannot  embody  many  of  the  suggestions  he 
makes,  we  feel  compelled  to  lay  great  stress  upon  his 
remarks  in  reference  to  the  fire  alarm  boxes.  He  says  : 
"Since  our  new  telegraph  was  turned  over  to  the  city 
authorities,  nearly  five  years  ago,  only  nine  additional 
boxes  have  been  put  up."  Now  when  it  is  remembered 
that  in  the  period  spoken  of  there  has  been  a  great  in- 
crease in  what  we  might  call,  the  fire  area  of  the  city, 
the  force  of  the  words  "  only  nine  "  can  be  readily  ap- 
preciated, and  they  strike  us  with,  singular  suggestive- 
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ness,  when  we  know  that  it  is  to  us  the  public  looks  for 
protection,  and  for  prompt  and  immediate  response  to 
alarms.  In  many  instances  the  boxes  are  from  five  to 
eight  blocks  apart,  and  of  necessity  much  time  is  lost  in 
turning  in  an  alarm  to  the  engine  houses,  and  thus  often 
a  fire  has  gained  great  headway,  owing  to  this  loss  of 
time.  AVe  trust  that  this  matter  will  receive,  at  your 
hands,  the  attention  its  vital  importance  demands,  and 
that  some  speedy  measure  be  adopted  to  protect  pro- 
perty by  preventing  the  spread  and  increase  of  small 
fires,  that  can  be  readily  extinguished,  if  only  this  De- 
partment be  put  in  the  position  of  receiving  more 
quickly  an  alarm.  We  also  endorse  his  remarks  regard- 
ing a  system  of  underground  telegraph,  believing  that 
the  time  has  come  to  take  some  action  in  this  matter. 
Many  times,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  poles,  and 
the  perfect  network  of  wires,  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
put  up  the  large  ladders ;  and  places  could  be  named 
where  the  Department  could  not  be  effective  in  the  u^e 
of  its  hook  and  ladder  companies.  The  Telephone 
line  to  the  Marine  Hospital  has  been  so  often  repaired, 
th'et  it  is  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity  to  rebuild 
rather  than  repair. 

We  respectfully  submit  herewith  the  exhibits  of  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  this  Department  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1881. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
record  of  this  Department  for  the  past  year.  Looking' 
at  the  result  attained  with  the  amount  of  fire  service 
done,  the  number  of  lives  in  jeopardy,  and  the  amount 
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of  property  at  risk,  and  comparing  this  with  that  of 
other  cities,  this  commission  feels  that  it  can  justly 
point  with  pride  to  the  Fire  Department  of  our  city, 
and  can  truly  say  that  the  result  reached  is  more  than 
favorable  to  our  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 


SAMUEL  W.  REGESTER,  President. 
THOMAS  W.  CAMPBELL, 
CHARLES  B.  SL1NGLUFF, 
SAMUEL  HANNAH, 
J.  F.  MORRISON, 
B.  E.  SMITH, 

Board  of  Fire  Comm'sswners. 
Attest  : 

GEO.  A.  CAMPBELL,  Secretin/. 


EXHIBITS. 
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EXHIBIT  A. 

Appropriations. 


Amount  asked  for  general  expenses,  1881...    §189,092  00 

Amount  appropriated,  May $171,459  00 

"  "  Novem'r     15,000  00 

186,459  00 


Amount  deducted $2,633  00 


Amount  appropriated  for  general  expenses.    §186,459  CO 
Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 186,456  84 


Balance  undrawn $2  16 


Amount  appropriated  for  deficiencies,  1880.        §7,342  94 
Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 7,340  14 


Balance  undrawn §2  80 


Amount  appropriated,  Resolution  Xo.  89, 

for  three  fire  alarm  boxes,  67,  72  and  73...  $850  CO 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 846  58 


Balance  undrawn §3  42 


Amount  appropriated,  Resolution  No.  153, 

for  one  fire  alarm  box §150  00 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 147  50 


Balance  undrawn  §2  50 


Amount  appropriated,  Ordinance  No.  60,  for 

new  engine-house  for  No.  4  Company §8,000  00 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 3,514  00 


Balance  undrawn §4,486  00 
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EXHIBIT  B. 

Receipts  from  all  sources,  twelve  months  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1881. 

Store-room  stock  on  hand  De- 
cember 31,  1880 $538  C9 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comp- 
troller for  general  expenses, 
twelve  months  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1881 $186,456  84 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comp- 
troller, deficiencies  1880 7,340  14 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comp- 
troller, three  fire  boxes  846  58 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comp- 
troller, one  fire  box 147  50 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comp- 
troller, No.  4  Engine  House  ..        3,514  00 

198,305  06 

Amount  received  from  sale  of 

old  material 150  25 

Insurance  indemnity  for  disa- 
bled members 132  17 

$199,125  57 
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EXHIBIT  C. 

Expenditures  for  twelve  months  ending  December  31, 

1881. 

Salaries §116,944  08 

Apparatus  and  repair 14,349  75 

Accident , 788  70 

Feed 8,822  95 

Fuel 1,592  64 

Furniture 1,764  50 

Harness 935  71 

Horse-shoeing 1 ,254  62 

Hose 9,799  25 

Horses....- 2,745  92 

Gaslight 1,317  97 

Ground  rents 806  49 

Oils,  grease,  paints,  etc 726  52 

Office  expenses 731  59 

Washing 1,221  00 

House  repair  and  alteration 6,608  43 

Miscellaneous 818  25 

Insurance  premiums  on  lives  of  members..  441  64 

Fire-alarm  telegraph 15,153  94 

§186,823  95 
Three  fire-alarm  boxes,  Resolution 

89 §S46  58 

One  fire-alarm  box,  Resolution  153.     147  50 

New  Engine  House  No.  4 3,514  00 

4,508  08 

Deficiencies,  1880 7,340  14 

Insurance  indemnity  paid  members 132  17 

$198,801  34 
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EXHIBIT  D. 

Expenses  of  Companies  twelve  months  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1881. 

No.  1  Engine  Company $9,481  26 

2  "                  12,386  22 

3  "                  9,029  70 

4  "                  12,476  19 

5  "                  8,825  36 

6  "                  8,954  06 

7  "                  , 11,803  41 

8  "                  9,420  81 

9  "                   9,594  09 

10  "                  "  9,057  31 

11  "                  9,283  90 

12  "                  8,702  69 

13  "                  9,385  01 

1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 8,337  21 

2  "                      "                8,851  81 

7,572  51 

4                 "                      "                12,109  29 

Reserve  apparatus 4,711  78 

$169,982  88 

New  engine  house  3,514  00 

Office  expenses 731  59 

Fire-alarm  telegraph 15,153  94 

Three  alarm  boxes 846  58 

One  alarm  box 147  50 

Miscellaneous 818  25 

Officers,  salaries,  repairs,  &c 7,609  60 

$198,804  34 
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EXHIBIT  E. 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  twelve  months 
ending  December  31,  1881. 

General  receipts §199,125  57 

General  expenses §198,804  34 

Amount  paid  City  Register 150  25 

§198,954  59 
To   balance — store-room    stock, 

December  31,  1881 170  98 

§199,125  57    §199,125  57 
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EXHIBIT  F. 

Estimate  of  Expenses  for  twelve  months  ending  De 
cember  31,  1882. 


Salaries , $117,491  88 

Apparatus  repair  and  alteration 26,200  00 

House  repair  and  alteration 23,000  00 

Accident 2,000  00 

Feed 9,000  00 

Fuel 1?800  00 

Hose 8,000  00 

Horses 4,000  00 

Ground  rents 850  00 

Gaslight 1,500  00 

Office  expenses , 850  00 

Washing 1,400  00 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph 15,153  94 

Furniture , 2,500  00 

Harness 1,500  00 

Horse-shoeing. 1,300  00 

Oils,  grease,  paints,  &c 1,100  00 

Insurance  premiums  on  lives  of  members .  2,400  00 

Miscellaneous 1,500  00 

$221,545  82 
Balance  undrawn  for  new  engine-house 4,486  00 

Of  the  above  estimate,  the  sum  asked  for  apparatus 
is  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  hook  and  ladder  truck ;  the 
building  of  a  new  steam  fire  engine,  two  hose  carriages, 
and  three  new  boilers ;  also,  the  usual  repair  made  nec- 
essary during  the  year.  The  sum  asked  for  houses 
includes  the  alterations  actually  needed  in  Nos.  3  and  5 
Engine  Houses. 
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Office  Chief  Engineer,  B.  C.  F.  D., 

Baltimore,  January  1,  1882. 

Samuel  W.  liegester,  Esq., 

President  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners : 

Dp:ar  Sir: 

I  herewith  present  to  your  Honorable  Body  the 
twenty-third  annual  report  of  the  Department  for  the 
year  ending*  December  the  31st,  1881,  showing  the  condi- 
tion of  the  apparatus  and  horses,  quantity  and  condition 
of  the  hose,  the  number  of  fires  and  accidents  to 
members,  and  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Organization. — At  the  present  time  the  Department 
has  in  service  the  following  apparatus  manned  and 
equipped : 

Thirteen  steam  lire  engines  in  regular  service 

Twenty-six  four-wheel  hose  carriages. 

Ten  steam  heaters  for  engines,  located  in  the  houses 
as  follows :  One  each  in  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  (3,  7,  9,  11  and 
12. 

Four  hook  and  ladder  trucks  in  regular  service. 
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Four  fuel  tenders,  located  at  Nos.  1,  5  and  12  Engine 
Companies,  and  at  No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 
One  supply  wagon. 

Thirty-four  fire  extinguishers,  two  of  which  are 
carried  on  each  hook  and  ladder  truck,  and  two  on  each 
one  of  the  hose  carriages. 

Six  Concord  wagons,  with  gongs  attached,  for  the  use 
of  the  officers  of  the  Department,  and  are  located  at  the 
following  houses : 

Chief  Engineer's,  at  No.  2  Engine  Company. 

Assistant  Engineer's,  Eastern  district,  at  No.  6  Engine 
Company. 

Assistant  Engineer's,  Western  district,  at  No.  4  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company. 

Superintendent  of  Telegraph's,  at  No.  4  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company. 

Lineman  of  Telegraph's,  at  No.  13  Engine  Company. 

One  jagger  wagon,  with  cover,  for  use  of  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  Department,  at  No.  9  Engine  Company. 

One  reserve  wagon,  at  Xo.  2  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany. 

IN  RESERVE  WITHOUT  COMPANIES. 
Four  steam  fire  engines  and  equipments. 

GENERAL  OFFICERS. 
One  Chief  Engineer. 
Two  Assistant  Engineers. 
One  Veterinary  Officer. 
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FORCE. 

Thirteen  Foremen  of  engine  companies. 

Four  Foremen  of  hook  and  ladder  companies. 

Thirteen  Enginemen. 

Thirteen  Assistant  Enginemen. 

Seventeen  Hostlers. 

Four  Tillermen. 

One  Houseman  attached  to  Xo.  4  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company. 

One  hundred  and  four  Firemen. 

Thirty-nine  Laddermen. 

They  are  divided  into  seventeen  companies — thirteen 
of  which  are  engine,  and  four  hook  and  ladder  compa- 
nies. Each  company  will  average  six  substitutes. 
These  men  give  their  services  to  the  Department  for  no 
compensation,  except  when  on  duty  for  regular  members, 
and  are  in  the  line  of  x>romotion,  according  to  their  good 
behavior  and  attendance. 

APPARATUS,  ALTERATIONS  AND  REPAIRS. 

January  o— Xo.  7  Engine  Company — A  new  boiler  put 
on  the  engine ;  cylinder  bored  out ;  pump  repaired; 
steam  and  exhaust  pipes  altered;  new  hind  axle 
put  on;  bell  in  place  of  the  gong,  and  all  work  on 
the  engine  overhauled. 

January  8 — Xo.  9  Engine  Company — a  new  hind  axle 
put  on  the  first  hose  carriage,  in  place  of  the  one 
broken  going  to  box  18. 
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January  10 — Keserve  truck — a  new  perch  pole  and  axles 
put  on ;  all  the  iron  work  overhauled ;  truck 
painted,  and  a  new  bank  of  ladders. 

January  13 — No.  5  Engine  Company — new  end  put  on 
hind  axle  of  first  hose  carriage,  in  place  of  the 
one  broken  going  to  box  13o. 

January  14 — No.  9  Engine  Company — Springs  of  the 
engine  set  up,  and  seven  new  plates  put  in. 

January  17 — Nos.  1  and  4  Engines  Companies — New 
copper  heating  coils  put  in  the  boilers  of  the 
engines. 

January  27 — No.  5  Engine  Company — Chains  and  gear- 
ing put  on,  and  spool  of  hose  carriage  repaired. 

February  10 — No.  1  Engine  Company — a  seat  was  placed 
on  the  engine,  to  drive  from  ;  brake  altered,  so 
the  driver  can  have  control  of  it  from  the  seat; 
new  boxes  in  the  wheels,  and  the  independent 
pump  repaired. 

February  12 — No.  5  Engine  Company — Two  new  hind 
wheels  put  on  the  engine,  and  the  independent 
pump  repaired. 

February  19 — No.  8  Engine  Company — Chains  and  gear- 
ing wheels  put  on,  and  spool  of  hose  carriage 
altered. 

February  20 — No.  7  Engine  Company — The  engine  was 
upset  at  the  corner  of  Madison  and  McMechen 
streets,  when  responding  to  box  352;  the  follow- 
ing repairs  were  made  necessary  by  the  accident : 
hind  axle  straightened ;  lamps  and  relief  valves 
impaired ;  new  metal  casing  around  the  boiler  and 
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smokestack;     the    machinery     overhauled,    and 
wheels  repaired. 

February  23 — No.  2  Engine  Company — New  end  put  on 
the  hind  axle  of  first  hose  carriage,  in  place  of 
one  broken  going  to  box  G2. 

February  26 — No.  8  Engine  Company — A  new  hind  axle 
put  on,  and  new  bolts  in  the  boiler  of  the  engine, 
to  hold  the  stays  that  support  the  springs  and 
fuel  baskets. 

February  28 — No.  10  Engine  Company — Pump  of  engine 
repaired;  new  grate  under  the  fire-box,  and  six 
bolts  put  in  the  boiler. 

March  21 — No.  3  Engine  Company — New  side  braces  put 
on  the  boiler  of  the  engine,  to  hold  the  springs. 

March  2G — No.  1  Engine  Company — Independent  pump 
on  the  engine  altered. 

March  30 — Reserve  Engine  John  Gushing — A  new  stay 
was  put  on  the  back  part  of  the  boiler,  to  hold 
the  hind  spring. 

April  3 — Reserve  Engine  Baltimore — Machinery  over- 
hauled, and  new  steam  and  exhaust  pipes  put  on. 

April  5 — No.  2  Hook  and  Ladder  Company — New  perch 
pole  put  on  the  truck,  and  two  new  ladders,  in 
place  of  the  ones  broken  by  the  upsetting  of  the 
truck,  when  answering  a  second  alarm  from  box 
212,  caused  by  the  burning  of  the  Monumental 
theatre. 

April  17.— No.  8  Engine  Company — Cylinder  and  stay 
rods  on  the  engine  repaired. 
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May  1. — New  sucking  sleeves  were  put  in  service  on 
the  following  engines  :  No.  2,  two  pieces ;  reserve 
engine  Comet,  two  pieces;  and  reserve  engine 
Amoskeag,  two  pieces. 

May  10. — No.  9  Engine  Company— Pump  on  the  engine 
bored  out ;  pump  rods  covered  with  copper ;  new 
plungers  and  cups  put  in  the  pumps;  a  set  of 
metal  flues  put  in  the  boiler ;  surface  blow  put  in 
the  boiler ;  exhaust  pipe  altered,  and  a  new  set 
of  connecting  pipes  to  the  heater. 

May  12.— Twelve  sets  of  new  hose  couplings. 

May  16. — Spare  Engine  Amoskeag.— Patch  put  on  the 

inside  of  the  fire  box  of  the  boiler  on  the  engine, 

and  the  machinery  overhauled. 

May  21. — No.  9  Engine  Company.— A  new  body  bolt 
put  in,  and  machinery  on  the  engine  overhauled. 

June  1. — No.  10  Engine  Company. — New  chains  and 
gearing  wheels  put  on  the  first  hose  carriage. 

June  10. — No.  2  Engine  Company. — A  set  of  brass  boxes 
put  in  the  wheels,  and  the  hind  axle  of  the  en- 
gine repaired. 

June  19. — No.  9  Engine  Company.— New  end  put  on  the 
hind  axle  of  the  first  hose  carriage,  in  place  of 
one  broken  going  to  box  153. 

June  26. — No.  13  Engine  Company. — New  valves  put  in 
the  pump  of  the  engine. 

July  1.— No.  4  Engine  Company. — A  new  brace  on  the 
side  of  the  boiler  of  the  engine,  to  hold  the 
spring,  and  the  super  heating  fines  in  the  boiler 
repaired. 
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July  6. — No.  3  Hook  and  Ladder  Company.— Axles  and 

running  gear  of  the  truck  repaired;    they  were 

damaged  by  one  of  the  wheels  running  off  when 

responding  to  box  14. 
July  13 — No.  1   Hook  and  Ladder  Company — Two  re- 
flectors were   placed   on   the   front   part   of    the 

Hayes'  truck. 
July  28 — No.  5  Engine  Company — A  new  hind  axle  was 

placed  on  the  first  hose  carriage,  in  place  of  one 

broken  going  to  172  box. 
August    14— No.   8    Engine   Company — Wheels    of    the 

hose  carriage  repaired,  and  new  tires  put  on. 
August  30 — No.  2  Engine  Company — New  chains  and 

gearing  wheels  put  on  the  hose  carriage. 
September   1 — Two    new   play-pipes   to   attach   to   the 

three-inch    hose,  were  placed   in  service.     They 

are  carried  on  Nos.  1   and   2  Hook  and  Ladder 

Trucks. 
September  20 — The  wheels  of  Nos.  7  and  13  Engines 

were  repaired  and  painted. 
November  28 — No.  2  Engine  Company — A  new  end  was 

put  on  the  hind  axle  of  the  engine,  in  place  of 

one  broken  going  to  523  box. 
December  13 — No.  2  Engine  Company — A  new  half  put 

on  the  front  axle  of  the  engine,  in  place  of  the 

one  broken  going  to  171  box. 
December  14 — Seven  pair  of   new  hose   couplings  for 

Nos.  3  and  12  Engine  Companies. 
December  15 — No.  13  Engine  Company — A  new  grate  to 

go   under   the   fire-box   of    the   engine,   and   the 

machinery  overhauled. 
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FIRES. 

The  number  of  alarms  during  the  past  twelve  months 
was  324,  of  which  210  were  telegraph  alarms,  and  114 
were  extinguished  without  giving  a  telegraph  alarm. 
There  were  13  second  alarms  and  1  general  alarm.  The 
loss  amounted  to  $454,773.35,  of  which  amount  $206,- 
850.2S  was  caused  by  three  fires,  viz :  March  4th,  the 
Pearl  Hominy  Mills  on  Xorth  street  extended,  Box  25, 
§52,442.25;  July  26th,  Box  23,  the  pork  packing  and 
lard  refining  establishment  of  Black  &  Krebs,  Nos.  210 
and  212  E.Fayette  street,  $104,403.03;  November  28th, 
Box  18,  burning  of  vessels  and  wharves,  foot  Chesa- 
peake street,  Canton,  $50,000. 

SECOND  AND  GENERAL  ALARMS. 

February  13 — Box  251 ;  time  of  first  alarm,  2:55  a.  m.; 
time  of  second  alarm,  3:05  a.  m.;  Nos.  5  and  7 
Engine  Companies  were  called,  3.30  a.  m.;  recall 
signal,  3:51  p.  m.;  was  caused  by  the  burning  of  a 
three  and  four-story  communicating  warehouse, 
situated  on  Chew  street,  between  Ensor  and  Ster- 
ling streets.  It  contained  800  tons  of  paper  stock. 
It  was  occupied  by  Michael  T.  Horner  &  Co. 
Damage,  $22,375. 

March  25. — Box  212;  time  of  first  alarm,  6:56  a.  m.; 
time  of  second  alarm,  7:01  a.  m.;  recall  signal, 
8:10  a.  m.j  was  caused  by  the  burning  of  a  room 
on  the  first  floor  of  the  Monumental  theatre,  used 
as  a  restaurant,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Balti- 
more street  bridge.     Damage  $1,187.37. 
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July  25 — Box  23  ;  time  of  first  alarm,  12:53  a.m.;  second 
alarm,  1:05  a.  m.;  recall  signal,  5.20  a.  m.;  was 
caused  by  the  burning  of  a  three  and  a  four  story 
brick  building,  Nos.  210  and  212  E.  Fayette 
street,  running  through  to  Caroline  street ;  occu- 
pied by  Black  &  Krebs  as  a  pork  packing  and 
lard  establishment.  It  contained  about  §60,000 
worth  of  lard,  ready  for  shipment,  and  several 
hundred  barrels  of  lard  oil,  and  a  large  number 
of  empty  cases  and  barrels.  The  houses  adjoin- 
ing and  opposite  on  Fayette  street  were  also 
somewhat  damaged  by  the  partial  burning  of  the 
roofs  and  woodwork  on  the  fronts.  Total  dam- 
age, $104,408.03.  The  nearest  box  to  the  fire,  No. 
232,  would  not  work,  in  consequence  of  the  wires 
having  become  crossed,  and  the  officer  had  to  go  to 
the  next  nearest  box,  No.  23,  which  was  about 
four  squares  distant.  This  delay  allowed  the  fire 
to  get  a  great  headway,  and  when  the  alarm  was 
sounded  the  building  was  a  mass  of  flames,  which 
could  be  seen  from  all  parts  of  the  city. 

August  13 — Box  212;  time  of  first  alarm,  6:20  a.  m.; 
second  alarm,  6:25  a.  m.;  recall  1.04  p.  m;  was 
caused  by  the  burning  of  a  three-story  brick 
building,  No.  90  Greenmount  avenue,  running 
through  to  McKim  street,  occupied  by  Fred.  \Val- 
pert  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  busk  mattresses. 
Damage,  $10,007.50. 

August  20 — Box  323;  time  of  first  alarm,  10:02  p.m.; 
second  alarm,  11:03  p.  m.;  recall  signal,  1:25  a.  m.; 
was   caused  by  the  burning  of  a  two-story  brick 
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and  frame  building,  No.  300  Hoffman  street,  occu- 
pied by  Walter  Bowers,  dealer  in  paper  stock. 
Damage,  §1,600. 

September  27 — Box  521 ;  time  of  first  alarm,  11:29  a.  m.; 
second  alarm,  11:35  j  recall  signal,  3:21  p.  m.;  was 
caused  by  the  burning  of  two  four-story  brick 
warehouse,  Nos.  13  and  15  Camden  street,  occu- 
pied by  Adler  Bros.  &  Co.  and  Stieful  &  Julm, 
manufacturers  of  oil  cloth  clothing ;  the  floors  of 
the  building  being  saturated  with  the  oil  used 
for  this  purpose,  caused  them  to  burn  furiously. 
Damage,  $37,825. 

October  27 — Box  42;  time  of  first  alarm,  12:20  p.  m.j 
second  alarm,  12.45  r.  m.;  recall,  2:34  p.  m.;  was 
caused  by  the  burning  of  a  four-story  brick  ware- 
house, No.  378  W.  Baltimore  street,  occupied  by 
Day,  Jones  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  trunks  and 
horse  collars.     Damage,  $6,950. 

November  28 — Box  18;  time  of  first  alarm,  1:47  a.  m.; 
Nos.  1,  3  and  4  Engine  Companies  called  at  2:30 
a.  m.;  recall  signal,  12:58  p.  m.;  was  caused  by  the 
burning  of  the  floating  grain  elevators  "  Artisan  " 
and  "  Hattie,"  two  canal  boats,  the  "  Babbitt,"  and 
"  Bellinger,"  two  steam  yachts,  the  Russian  bark 
"  Vesta, "  and  two  large  covered  wharves,  situated 
at  foot  of  Chesapeake  street,  Canton.  One  of 
the  wharves  was  owned  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company  and  the  other  by  the  Winans' 
estate.     Damage,  $50,000. 

November  29 — Box  523;  time  of  first  alarm,  11:47  p.  M.j 
second  alarm,  11:57  p.  m.;  recall  signal,  1:15  a.  m.j 
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was  caused  by  the  burning  of  a  four-story  brick 
building,  No.  116  S.  Eutaw  street,  running  through 
to  Conway  street,  occupied  by  Smith,  Hanway  & 
Co.,  manufacturers  of  flavoring  extracts  and  the 
Patapsco  Baking  Powder. 

November  30 — Box  523;  time  of  first  alarm,  1:54  a.  m.j 
second  alarm  1:57  a.  m.;  recall,  6.25  a.  m.,  by  the 
rekindling  of  the  fire  above  mentioned.  The  fire 
in  the  first  place  was  confined  to  the  front  part  of 
the  first,  second  and  third  stories.  The  building 
was  thoroughly  examined  by  the  fire  department 
before  it  left,  and  left  in  charge  of  the  Salvage 
Corps,  who  cleaned  it  up  and  wTere  about  leaving, 
when  the  flames  suddenly  burst  forth  from  the 
building  in  the  third  and  fourth  stories  on  both 
streets,  from  some  unexplained  cause.  J  *amage, 
$12,104.67. 

December  11— Box  21;  time  of  first  alarm,  3:55  p.  M.; 
second  alarm,  3:58  p.  m.j  general  alarm,  4:43  p.  m.; 
recall,  1:39  a.  >r.,  December  12;  was  caused  by 
the  burning  of  a  three-story  brick  building,  sit- 
uated Nos.  45  and  47  North  Frederick  street, 
occupied  by  Becker  Bros.,  manufacturers  of  wood- 
en boxes.  It  contained  4,000  boxes,  ready  for 
shipment,  and  a  large  quantity  of  lumber.  Dam- 
age, §9,350. 

December  11« — Box  171;  time  of  first  alarm,  6:13  p.  m.; 
second  alarm,  6:31  p.  m.;  recall  signal,  9:09  p.  m.; 
was  caused  by  the  burning  of  the  rear  part  of 
the  Canton  Sugar  Be  finery,  occupied  by  Eccles, 
Thorns    &   Co.,   situated    corner    Aliceanna   and 
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Chester  streets.  When  the  alarm  was  given  for 
this  fire,  all  the  apparatus  was  in  service  at  the 
fire  on  Frederick  street.  Xos.  8  and  1 1  Compan- 
ies were  sent  on  the  first  alarm,  and  Nos.  2,  6 
and  7  on  the  second  alarm,  using  the  reserve 
hose  carriages.     Damage,  $4,675.59. 

December  21 — Box  621;  time  of  first  alarm,  2:12  a.  m.j 
second  alarm,  2:51  a.  m.;  recall  signal,  5:56  a.  m.; 
was  caused  by  the  burning  of  a  three-story  brick 
building,  situated  on  Cross  street  below  Coving- 
ton street,  occupied  by  the  American  Manufac- 
turing Company  of  Baltimore,  manufacturers  of 
oleomargarine.  The  fire  was  confined  to  the  third 
story.     Damage,  $12,500. 

December  28 — Box  513;  time  of  first  alarm,  4:53  a.  m.; 
second  alarm,  4:59  a.  m.;  recall,  7:45  a.  m.;  was 
caused  by  the  burning  of  a  four-story  brick 
building,  8.  W.  Corner  of  Sharp  and  Camden 
streets,  occupied  on  the  first  floor  by  Biedler,  Bro. 
&  Co.,  commission  merchants,  and  on  the  second, 
third  and  fourth  floors  by  Stieful  &  Juhn,  manu- 
facturers of  under  clothing.  The  fire  was  con- 
fined to  the  upper  stories.     Damage,  $18,150. 

CASUALTIES, 

The  casualties  that  have  happened  in  the  different 
companies  of  the  department  during  the  past  year  will 
be  found  herewith  ;  the  causes  of  such ;  the  length  of 
time  each  member  was  off  duty  thereby,  and  also  the 
number  of  deaths : 
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No.  1  Engine  Company — Substitute  B.  Sheffield,  ankle 
sprained  by  falling  off  the  fuel  wagon  on  March 
2  •  off  duty  18  days.  Assistant  engineman,  Chas. 
Freburger,  wrist  sprained  when  exercising  the 
horses,  September  6  ;  off  duty  7  days.  Fireman 
Robert  Close,  hand  and  leg  cut  at  fire  box  521, 
September  27;  off  duty  1  day.  Fireman  Chas. 
Minton,  arms  blistered  at  same  fire  ;  off  duty  2 
days.  Fireman  George  Wernix,  head  and  face 
cut  by  a  sign  falling  on  him  at  fire  box  523, 
November  30 ;  off  duty  7  days. 

No.  2  Engine  Company — Hostler  John  Pierce  was  in- 
jured internally  by  the  horse  falling  that  he  was 
riding  when  driving  to  box  (312,  April  2;  off  duty 
22  days.  Fireman  John  Ledden,  ankle  'sprained 
by  falling  off  a  ladder  at  fire  box  14,  June  25 ;  off 
duty  2  days. 

Xo.  3  Engine  Company — Fireman  R.  A.  Lindsey,  hand 
burnt  at  fire,  box  242,  August  13;  off  duty  1  day. 
Substitute  Wm.  Pasterfield,  leg  hurt  by  a  bale  of 
husk  falling  on  him  at  the  same  fire ;  off  duty  3 
days.  Fireman  James  Lindsey,  head  cut  by  a 
hose  pipe  hitting  him  at  the  same  fire;  off  duty 
1  day. 

No.  4  Engine  Company — Fireman  John  Foreman,  foot 
bruised  by  striking  the  step  of  the  hose  carriage 
when  mounting  to  respond  to  fire  box  414,  March 
4;  was  off  duty  3  days.  Acting  fireman  Robert 
Bradley,  had  his  right  hand  badly  cut  by  falling- 
glass  at  fire  box  5,  August  14;  off  duty  44  days. 
Fireman  James  Walsh,  head  cut  at  fire  box  18, 
November  28  ;  off  duty  4  days. 
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No.  5  Engine  Company — Foreman  Clias.  Nelson  was 
overcome  by  the  heat  and  smoke  at  the  fire,  box 
242,  August  13;  off  duty  3  days. 

No.  6  Engine  Company — Hostler  John  Wemsing  had 
his  hand  and  arm  injured  by  the  saddle  horse 
falling  when  responding  to  fire,  box  3,  October  25 ; 
is  still  off  duty. 

No.  7  Engine  Company — Enginemaii  John  McCoy,  head 
cut  by  being  thrown  from  the  engine  when  it 
upset  going  to  fire,  box  353,  February  18  ;  off  duty 
5  days. 

No.  8  Engine  Company — Foreman  John  Flynn  was  over- 
come by  smoke  at  fire  box  417,  August  17;  off 
duty  4  days.  Fireman  Frederick  Johnston,  ankle 
sprained  at  fire,  box  15,  June  15 ;  off  duty  2  days. 
Foreman  John  Flynn,  hands  burned  at  fire  box  21, 
December  11  ;  off  duty  2  days. 

No.  9  Engine  Company — Daniel  Rogers  had  part  of  two 
fingers  on  his  left  had  cut  off  by  being  caught 
in  the  machinery  of  the  engine  when  working  at 
the  fire,  box  135,  January  17;  off  duty  43  days. 

No.  10  Engine  Company — Fireman  Benjaman  Seip,  was 
injured  internally  by  falling  off  the  hose  carriage 
when  going  to  the  fire,  box  41 5,  February  8 ;  off 
duty  16  days.  Fireman  Chas.  Meyers  sprained 
his  back  at  the  fire,  box  21,  December  11;  oft 
duty  8  days. 

No.  11  Engine  Company— Engineman  John  Calder 
mashed  his  hand  at  the  fire,  box  161,  March  26; 
off  duty  G  days. 
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No.  12  Engine  Company — Fireman  B.  Carter  had  his 
hand  mashed  "by  being  caught  in  the  gearing  of 
the  hose  carriage  at  lire,  box  64,  September  27  ;  off 
duty  40  days.  Fireman  Benjamin  Wirts  broke 
his  leg  accidently  in  the  engine  house,  November 
25  ;  is  still  off  duty. 

No.  13  Engine  Company — Hostler  Edward  McGeehan, 
hands  frost  bitten  when  driving  to  fire,  box  426, 
January  1  ;  off  duty  20  days.  Fireman  Edward 
C.  Keyser,  ankle  sprained  at  fire,  box  612,  October 
27 ;  off  duty  2  days.  Fireman  James  LeDoyne, 
head  cut  and  back  injured  at  fire,  box  21,  Decem- 
ber 11  ;  off  duty  10  days. 

No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company — Hostler  James  E. 
Patterson  fell  in  coming  down  the  pole  in  the 
track  house,  when  an  alarm  of  fire  came  in  from 
box  25,  March  4 ;  off  duty  31  days.  Ladderman 
F.  Oelman  sprained  his  back  by  falling  of  a  shed 
at  fire,  box  135,  August  6  ;  off  duty  10  days. 

No.  2  Hook  and  Ladder  Company — Substitute  Frank 
Loane  had  his  face  cut  and  eyes  injured  by  fall- 
ing glass,  at  the  fire,  box  41,  December  14,  1880; 
off  duty  three  months.  Tillerman  John  J.  Gill 
had  his  head  cut  and  back  injured  by  the  upset- 
ting of  the  truck  when  going  to  the  fire,  box  212, 
March  25;  off  duty  19  days.  Ladderman  Thomas 
AVagner  had  his  head  cut  and  ankle  sprained  by 
the  same  accident ;  off  duty  68  days.  Tillerman 
John  J.  Gill  was  injured  by  running  a  spike  in 
his  wrist,  October  5;  off  duty  22  days. 
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Xo.  3  Hook  and  Ladder  Company — Ladderman  George 
Bosse  had  his  ankle  sprained  by  the  falling  of  a 
shed  at  the  fire,  box,  18,  November  28  ;  is  still 
off  duty.  Ladderman  John  Sauers  had  his  back 
hurt  at  the  same  fire,  and  from  the  same  cause ; 
is  still  off  duty.  Ladderman  Jesse  Yickers,  when 
acting  as  tillerman,  fell  from  the  truck  and  cut 
his  head  when  returning  from  fire,  box  171,  De- 
cember 7;  off  duty  1  day. 

DEATHS. 

Xo.  3  Hook  and  Ladder  Company — Ladderman  Louis 
Roll  died  February  9,  of  consumption;  he  had 
been  off  duty  QG  days. 

FIRES    IN   BALTIMORE    COUNTY. 

February  3. — Box  48  ;  time,  12:58  a.  m.;  recall,  2:55  A.  m.; 
was  caused  by  the  burning  of  frame  stables  and 
slaughter  house  in  the  rear  of  Nos.  266  and  2(3} 
Frederick  avenue.  In  service,  Nos.  8,  10  and  13 
Engine  Companies,  and  No.  2  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company,  two  hours.  The  ground  was  covered 
with  snow,  and  double  teams  were  required  to 
take  the  apparatus  to  the  fire,  where  they  did 
effective  service,  and  prevented  the  fire  from 
spreading  to  the  adjoining  buildings.  Damage, 
§1,011. 

April  7. — Box  48  ;  time  of  first  alarm,  7:34  a.  m.;  second 
alarm,  7:47  a.  m.;  recall  signal,  10:32  a.  m.;  was 
caused  by  the  burning  of  two   two-story  frame 
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buildings,  one  three-story  frame  building,  and  a 
four  story  brick  building,  situated  on  Wilkins 
avenue,  occupied  by  Clias.  G.  Blumhardt  and 
others  as  slaughter  houses,  store  houses  and  dwell- 
ings. In  service,  Engine  Companies  Xos.  2,  8,  10, 
and  13,  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  1  and  2, 
three  hours.     Damage,  $20,403. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  appropriation  had 
been  cut  down  to  such  an  extent  that  the  strictest 
economy  was  necessary  to  run  the  Department 
during  the  coming  year;  and  as  a  considerable 
part  of  the  appropriation  of  last  year  was  spent 
in  repairing  damage  that  was  done  to  the  appara- 
tus and  horses  of  the  Department  by  working  at 
fires  in  the  county,  your  Honorable  Board  passed 
the  following  resolution  on  April  22,  1881  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  this  De- 
partment be  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  that  unless 
by  a  special  order  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, none  of  the  apparatus  belonging  to  this 

Department  shall  hereafter  be  sent  beyond  the 
city  limits;  and  that  the  Police  Department  be 
requested  not  to  send  ox^v  tie4  wires  of  the  Police 
and  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  any  alarms  for  fires 
outside  of  the  limits  of  Baltimore  City. 

June  16. — Box  53;  was  sent  in  at  o:<>2  a.  m.;  the  Adams' 
white  lead  works  being  on  lire,  situated  at  Mount 
Winans,  a  short  distance  from  Gwynn's  Falls;  the 
apparatus  went  as  far  as  the  city  boundary,  and 
finding  the  tire  was  beyond  the  city  boundary, 
tljey  returned  to  their  houses.     Damage  §75,000. 
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June  29. — Telephone  alarm  at  12:30  a.  m.;  caused  by  the 
burning*  of  a  beer  brewery  and  other  buildings. 
His  Honor  Mayor  Latrobe,  after  being  waited 
upon  by  Commissioners  of  Baltimore  county, 
ordered  me  to  send  apparatus  to  their  assistance. 
I  went  out  with  No.  8  Engine  Company,  but  they 
could  not  go  in  service,  as  the  stem  that  opens 
the  valve  of  the  only  available  fire  plug  had  been 
broken,  and  there  was  no  way  for  them  to  get 
down  to  the  Falls.     Damage  ?20,0C0. 

July  5. — Box  253;  was  sent  in  at  2:11  a.  m.,  for  a  fire  on 
the  York  Road,  a  short  distance  beyond  the  city 
limits.  The  buildings  burned  were  a  carriage 
factory,  blacksmith  shop,  carriage  repository  and 
dwelling.  The  apparatus  went  as  far  as  the  city 
limits.     Damage  $16,000. 

On  October  28,  the  following  resolution  was  passed 
by  your  Honoroble  Board  : 

AVhereas,  The  Baltimore  County  Commissioners 
have  organized  a  fire  department  for  the  protec- 
tion of  property  located  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Belt,  consisting  of  seven  Chemical  Engine  Com- 
panies, and  two  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies, 
which  department  is  able  to  cope  successfully 
with  any  ordinary  fire, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  event  of  a  fire  occurring  in 
the  said  district  or  Belt,  and  getting  beyond  the 
control  of  its  fire  department,  and  the  Fire  De- 
partment is  called  up  for  aid  by  the  county 
authorities,  the  Chief  Engineer  of  this  Depart- 
ment, be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  send  to 
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their  assistance  such  apparatus  as  he  may  deem 
necessary. 
Several   fires  have  occurred  since,  hut  they   were 
very  slight,  and  were  put  out  by  the  county  de- 
partment. 

APPARATUS. 

The  appropriation  for  apparatus  repairs  having  been 
reduced  to  such  a  small  amount,  nothing  was  done  dur- 
ing the  past  year  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  keep  it  in  service.  Some  of  the  engines  have  become 
worn  down  and  hardly  fit  for  service,  and  by  no  means 
reliable,  as  the  following  will  show  : 

No.  1  Engine  Company — The  Amoskeag  Engine  in  use 
at  this  house  requires  a  new  fire  box  and  a  new 
set  of  flues  in  the  boiler. 

No.  2  Engine  Company — The  engine  requires  a  new  set 
of  flues  in  the  boiler,  and  new  front  and  hind 
axles. 

Xo.  6  Engine  Company — The  division  in  the  pump  of 
the  engine  has  given  way  ;  a  new  pump  is  needed, 
and  new  tires  on  the  front  wheels. 

Xo.  8  Engine  Company — Xew  bolts  are  needed  in  the 
boiler  of  the  engine  to  hold  the  stays  that  sup- 
port the  springs  and  flue  boxes. 

Xo.  10  Engine  Company — The  machinery  of  the  engine 
needs  a  general  overhauling ;  all  the  bearings  are 
a  good  deal  worn. 

No.  13  Engine  Company — Xew  bolts  are  needed  in  the 
boiler  of  the  engine  to  hold  the  stays  that  sup- 
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port  the  springs  and  fuel  boxes,  and  a  new  grate 
under  the  fire  box. 

Xos.  8  and  13  Engine  Companies — The  second  hose  car- 
riages of  these  companies  are  of  the  old  style, 
built  for  one  horse  to  pull,  and  are  not  strong 
enough  to  cary  the  men.  Two  new  hose  carriages 
should  be  purchased  to  put  in  their  places. 

Six  large  gongs  are  needed  for  the  hose  carriages  of 
Xos.  1,  5,  10  and  12  Engine  Companies. 

The  large  vertical  double-pump  engines  that  are  in  ser- 
vice at  Xos.  1.  3  and  4  Engine  Companies,  are  of  little  use 
to  the  Department,  on  account  of  the  time  it  takes  them  to 
raise  steam  enough  to  do  service,  and  their  not  being 
able  to  maintain  pressure  when  working,  even  with  one 
line  of  hose.  They  weigh  nine  thousand  three  hundred 
pounds,  and  will  not  do  as  much  service  as  some  of  the 
smaller  engines.  For  example,  if  box  412  is  struck,  and 
No.  4  Engine  starts  from  the  house  with  five  pounds  of 
steam  on  from  the  heater,  when  it  arrives  at  the  fire 
and  gets  ready  for  service,  it  would  not  have  more  than 
twenty  pounds  of  steam,  and  as  soon  as  the  trottle  is 
opened  wide  enough  to  make  the  engine  do  effective 
service,  the  steam  is  worked  down.  A  steam  fire  engine 
should  be  of  such  nature  as  to  be  brought  into  requisi- 
tion in  as  short  a  space  of  time  as  is  necessary  to  get 
the  machine  on  the  ground,  the  hose  laid,  and  ready  for 
work,  even  if  the  fire  is  located  within  one  square  of 
the  place  where  the  steamer  is  located.  The  object  of 
locating  a  company  at  any  point  is  to  protect  that  imme- 
diate vicinity,  and  it  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  have  it 
available  in  the  shorteel  space  of  time,  and  that  with 
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unerring  certainty,  as  reliability  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  the  protection  of  a  city  from  fire,  and  every- 
thing is  dependent  on  the  working  of  such  apparatus 
in  time.  I  would  recommend  that  new  quick-steaming 
boilers  should  be  placed  on  these  engines,  or  that  the 
engines  be  disposed  of,  and  three  new  engines  of  the 
most  improved  make  be  purchased  and  put  in  service  in 
their  places. 

HOSE. 
There  is  needed  for  the  Department  three  thousand 
and  five  hundred  feet  of  new  hose  ;  three  thousand  feet 
to  replace  hose  that  is  worn  out  and  will  not  stand  the 
required  pressure,  and  five  hundred  feet  to  replace  the 
hose  that  was  burned  up  at  Cassard's  meat-packing 
establishment,  and  the  wharves  foot  of  Chesapeake 
street. 

During  the  past  year  there  was  purchased  six  thousand 
feet  of  two  and  a  half  inch  gum  hose,  of  the  Xew  York 
Test  brand,  and  twenty-five  hundred  feet  of  double 
jacket  cotton  fabric  hose — making  the  amount  now  in 
service  fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  feet  of  good,  and 
twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  medium, 
and  one  hundred  feet  of  three-inch  hose  in  good  condi- 
tion. All  the  hose  classed  as  medium  has  been  tested 
at  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  pressure.  The  hose  is 
divided  amongst  the  companies  as  follows  : 

No.  1  Engine  Company  has  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred feet  of  good  hose,  and  seven  hundred  feet  of  me- 
dium quality. 

No.  2  Engine  Company  has  one  thousand  feet  of  good 
hose,  and  eight  hundred  feet  of  medium  quality. 
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Xo.  3  Engine  Company  lias  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred feet  of  good  hose,  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  of  medium  quality. 

No.  4  Engine  Company  has  two  thousand  feet  of  good 
hose,  and  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  medium 
quality. 

Xo.  5  Engine  Company  has  one  thousand  five  hundred 
feet  of  good  hose,  and  eleven  hundred  feet  of  medium 
quality. 

Xo.  6  Engine  Company  has  eleven  hundred  feet  of 
good  hose,  and  eight  hundred  feet  of  medium  quality. 

Xo.  7  Engine  Company  has  nine  hundred  feet  of  good, 
and  eleven  hundred  feet  of  medium  quality. 

Xo.  8  Engine  Company  has  eight  hundred  feet  of 
good,  and  eight  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  medium 
quality. 

Xo.  9  Engine  Company  has  one  thousand  feet  of 
good,  and  eighteen  hundred  feet  of  medium  quality. 

Xo.  10  Engine  Company  has  one  thousand  feet  of 
good,  and  six  hundred  feet  of  medium  quality. 

Xo.  11  Engine  Company  has  seven  hundred  feet  of 
good,  and  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  medium 
quality. 

Xo.  12  Engine  Company  has  six  hundred  feet  of  good, 
and  seventeen  hundred  feet  of  medium  quality. 

Xo.  13  Engine  Company  has  nineteen  hundred  feet  of 
double  jacket  fabric,  in  good  condition,  and  eight  hun- 
dred feet  of  medium  quality  gum  hose. 
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HORSEe. 

There  are  seventy-one  horses,  used  as  follows  : 
Thirteen  engine  companies,  four  horses  each 
Four  hook  and  ladder  companies,  two  horses  each. 
Four  horses  for  the  use  of  the  Chief    and  Assistant 

Engineers. 

Two  horses  for  the  use  of  the  Telegraph  Department. 
One  horse  for  the  use  of  the  veterinary  surgeon,  and 

four  horses  that  are  held  in  reserve. 

ALTERATIONS  AND   REPAIRS   NEEDED  TO  THE   HOUSES   OF 
THE  DEPARTMENT. 

Nos.  1,  5,  9,  11  and   12  Engine  Houses  and   Nos.  1  and 

2  Truck  Houses,  need  painting,  inside  and  out. 

Nos.  6,  7  and  13  Engine  Houses  need  painting  on  the 
outside. 

Xos.  1,  5  and  12  Engine  Houses  and  Nos.  2  and  3 
Truck  Houses. — At  these  houses  iron  pipes  are  needed 
for  the  men  to  come  down  on  from  the  sleeping-room. 

No.  1  Engine  House. — New  front  doors  are  needed. 

Xos.  1,  5  and  12  Engine  Houses  and  Xos.  1  and  2 
Truck  Houses,  need  new  front  pavements. 

No.  5  Engine  House. — Xew  floor  is  needed,  and  gen- 
eral repair,  equivalent  to  reconstruction. 

No.  K)  Engine  House. —  rn>ide  shutters  are  needed  in 
the  parlor. 

The  house  on  Lombard  street,  that  is  occupied  by  No. 

3  Kngine  Company  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition. 
There  should  be  a  cellar  dug  out   under  the  building, 
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which  will  necessitate  underpinning  the  walls ;  new 
joists  and  floor  are  needed  in  the  first  story,  as  the 
present  ones  have  rotted  away ;  new  floors  and  stalls  are 
needed  in  the  stable ;  the  "back  wall  above  the  first  story 
should  be  taken  out,  and  the  rooms  extended  back  to 
the  stable  ;  a  new  roof  is  needed  on  the  entire  building ; 
the  third  story  needs  plastering,  as  also  the  passage ; 
there  should  be  a  skylight  and  ventilator,  from  the  first 
story  to  the  roof,  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  to  give 
light  and  ventilation  to  the  first  story,  as  this  story  is 
very  dark  and  badly  ventilated ;  a  stairway  is  needed — 
the  carriages  that  support  the  steps  to  start  twenty  feet 
from  the  front  of  the  house,  on  the  east  side ;  this  to 
take  the  place  of  the  iron  spiral  one  now  in  use ;  the 
steeple  needs  a  great  deal  of  repairing ;  the  house 
requires  painting  inside  and  out,  and  the  bed-room 
papered.  To  put  this  house  in  a  first-rate  condition 
would  cost  five  or  six  thousand  dollars,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  be  money  ill  spent,  as  the  house  is 
badly  located,  the  street  on  which  it  is  situated  being 
narrow,  with,  two  railroad  tracks  on  it.  The  house  is 
narrow,  and  has  no  back  entrance,  which  necessitates 
taking  out  the  apparatus  when  getting  in  feed,  fuel,  or 
taking  out  manure;  and  if  a  fire  occurs  during  this 
time,  the  company  is  delayed.  Instead  of  repairing 
this  house,  I  would  recommend  that  a  suitable  lot  be 
procured,  somewhere  in  this  immediate  neighborhood — 
the  lot  to  be  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  in  width  and 
one  hundred  feet  in  depth,  with  a  rear  entrance — and 
that  a  house  should  be  built,  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments, for  the  accommodation  of  this  company,  as  they 
cover  a  district  that  is  largely  occupied  with  property  of 
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a  most  inflammable  nature,  consisting  of  planing  mills, 
furniture  factories,  packing  houses  and  lumber  yards. 

No.  4  ENGINE  HOUSE. 

The  building  for  No.  4  Engine  House,  now  being 
erected  on  Lexington  street,  between  Calvert  and  North 
streets,  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  on  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary. The  building  presents  a  handsome  appearance, 
and  is  a  perfect  model  for  convenience  and  utility, 
having  the  best  and  latest  improvements.  It  has  a 
front  of  twenty-two  feet  six  inches  and  a  depth  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  feet  to  a  ten-foot  alley.  The  first 
story  front  is  built  of  pressed  brick,  with  marble  cor- 
nice, supported  with  iron  columns  and  girders.  The 
second  story  is  finished  with  pressed  brick,  white 
mortar  and  marble  trimmings.  The  doors  and  Avindows 
have  the  latest  style  of  cathedral  glass,  which  presents 
a  most  pleasing  appearance.  The  front  pavement  is 
finished  with  granite  and  patent  compressed  asphalt 
blocks.  The  engine-room  is  the  depth  of  the  building, 
ceiling  seventeen  feet  high,  and  is  wainscoted  through- 
out with  selected  Virginia  lumber.  A  skylight  of  seven 
by  ten  feet  in  centre  of  room,  and  ventilator  in  the  rear, 
extending  above  the  roof.  The  second  story  is  reached 
by  a  Queen  Anne  style  of  stairway.  The  horses  are 
placed  twenty  feet  from  the  front  doors,  in  stalls  on 
both  sides  of  engine  and  hose  carriage.  The  stalls  are 
built  with  every  convenience,  and  by  a  combination  of 
water  pipes  and  cast  iron  drains,  they  can  be  kept  free 
from  the  odor  of  a  stable.  The  doors  o£)en  with  an 
electric  wire,  thus  enabling  the  horses  to  be  at  their 
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places  iii  two  seconds.  The  floor  lias  a  raise  to  the 
back,  of  fifteen  inches,  giving  the  engine  an  easy  start. 
The  rear  part  of  the  room  is  fitted  np  with  the  neces- 
sary feed  apartments,  washstancl,  water  closet,  &c.  The 
best  method  of  preserving  the  hose  will  be  found 
in  the  "  dry-house,"  ten  feet  long,  two  feet  wide  and 
sixty  feet  high.  The  hose  are  hauled  up  in  this  place 
by  the  men  after  returning  from  a  fire,  and  dried  before 
using  again.  The  second  story  is  divided  into  sleeping, 
sitting  and  bath-rooms ;  also,  hay-loft.  The  sleeping- 
room  is  the  width  of  the  building,  and  fifty-one  feet 
deep,  well  ventilated  by  a  skylight  in  centre  of  build- 
ing. At  night  the  firemen  descend  to  first  floor  by  four 
iron  poles,  known  as  rapid  transit ;  twelve  men  can,  by 
this  means,  reach  the  first  story  in  three  seconds.  The 
sitting-room  is  divided  from  the  sleeping-room  by  a 
glass  partition,  the  bath-room  fitted  with  all  necessaries, 
and  finished  in  the  best  materials. 

WATER  SUPPLY  AND  FIRE-PLUGS. 

1  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  press- 
ing necessity  of  a  better  supply  of  water  in  many 
sections  of  the  city ;  for  instance,  on  Myrtle  and  Argyle 
avenues  there  are  no  fire-plugs  or  water  mains  from 
Mosher  to  Pierce  streets,  and  there  is  property  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  which,  in 
case  of  a  fire,  would  take  twelve  hundred  feet  of  hose  to 
raach  it.  Along  Light-street  wharf  there  are  no  plugs, 
and  at  Light  and  Conway  streets,  where  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  very  inflammable  material,  the  nearest  plug  is 
eight  hundred   feet  away,  and  the  water  from  the  dock 
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cannot  be  reached,  as  there  is  a  high  curb  to  get  the 
engines  over,  and  the  wharves  are  generally  piled  up 
with  merchandise.  On  Fort  avenue  there  are  but  four 
fire-plugs  from  Johnson  street  to  the  Fort  gate.  On 
Eutaw  street,  from  Mulberry  to  Baltimore  street,  there 
is  only  a  three-inch  pipe,  and  at  every  fire  that  occurs, 
the  engines  have  great  trouble  in  getting  water  enough 
to  do  effective  work.  In  the  southern  section,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  avenue  and  Johnson  street,  during  the 
day  there  is  not  pressure  enough  to  force  the  v.  ater  out 
of  the  fire-plugs  when  they  are  opened,  as  there  are  so 
many  drains  on  the  pipe  before  it  reaches  that  point. 
I  would  recommend  that  a  larger  pipe  be  laid,  to  con- 
nect with  the  forty-inch  main  on  Lombard  street,  to 
furnish  a  better  supply  for  this  section. 

There  is  also  a  scarcity  of  water  in  that  portion  of  the 
city  situated  south  of  Lombard  street  and  west  of  Fre- 
mont, on  account  of  the  mains  being  too  small  to 
supply  the  demands  made  upon  them.  Along  the  docks 
there  should  be  fire-plugs  placed  within  five  hundred 
feet  of  each  other,  to  supply  the  engines  with  fresh 
water  for  their  boilers ;  this  would  be  a  great  help  to 
the  Department  when  working  at  fires  where  they  are 
compelled  to  draft  water  from  the  docks,  as  they  can- 
not use  the  brackish,  muddy  water  in  their  boilers  and 
do  efficient  service,  on  account  of  it  foaming. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Holliday  and  Ilillen  streets, 
where  there  are  many  large  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, there  is  a  poor  supply  of  water,  and  the  plugs 
are  a  great  distance  apart- 
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In  the  business  portions  of  the  city  there  should  be 
two  plugs  on  the  opposite  corners  of  each  street,  and 
not  more  than  three  hundred  feet  between  every  two, 
and  that  the  plugs  should  be  supplied  with  valves  to 
each,  opening  similar  to  the  ones  that  are  used  in  other 
cities,  so  that  when  the  second  engine  arrives  it  can  be 
attached  to  the  plug  without  the  engine  stopping  that 
is  already  in  service. 

This  city  contains  less  than  nine  hundred  fire-plugs, 
and  they  are  scattered  over  an  area  of  sixteen  and  a 
quarter  square  miles. 

Below,  you  will  see  a  statement  of  the  number  of  fire- 
plugs and  cisterns  in  some  of  the  other  principal  cities. 
The  cisterns  are  built  under  the  streets  in  the  business 
parts  of  the  city,  and  supplied  from  the  water  mains. 
They  are  so  arranged  that  from  three  to  four  engines 
can  draw  from  them  at  the  same  time,  thus  placing  the 
engines  in  close  proximity  to  the  fires. 

New  York,  X.  Y.,  has  over  6,000  Fire-plugs. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has  5,833  Fire-plugs. 


Chicago,  111., 

u 

3,538 

u 

Brooklyn,  X.  Y., 

a 

3,000 

u 

Boston,  Mass., 

a 

4,435 

u 

and  219  Cisterns. 

Albany,  X.  Y., 

a 

1,371 

a 

"      55         " 

Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

a 

830 

(( 

"    296         " 

Detroit,  Mich., 

a 

833 

a 

"    105 

Buffalo,  X.  Y., 

i 

1,200 

Washington,  I).  C, 

a 

826 

a 

St.  Louis,  Mo., 

a 

2,000 

a 

Cleveland,  Ohio, 

a 

1,050 

a 

and  130  Cisterns. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  aforegoing  statement  that  we 
have  not  one-third  as  many  fire-plugs  in  this  city  as  in 
other  cities  of  a  corresponding  size.  The  hose  carriages 
of  our  central  companies  carry  nine  hundred  feet  of 
hose;  those  of  the  companies  on  the  outskirts  carry 
one  thousand  feet  of  hose,  and  one — Xo.  13  Engine 
Company — carries  sixteen  hundred  feet,  (fourteen  hun- 
dred feet  of  the  double  jacket  fabric  and  two  hundred 
feet  of  gum  hose.)  This  is  made  necessary  in  the  dis- 
trict they  cover,  on  account  of  the  plugs  being  placed 
at  such  a  great  distance  apart.  In  other  cities  the  hose 
carriages  carry  only  six  hundred  feet  of  hose ;  and  if 
the  fire-plugs  in  our  city  were  placed  not  more  than 
three  hundred  feet  apart,  as  I  have  recommended 
above,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  our  hose  carriages 
to  carry  more  than  the  same  quantity.  This  would  be 
a  great  saving  in  the  annual  expenditure  of  the  Depart- 
ment, as  hose  is  a  great  item  of  expense,  having  cost 
the  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  in  the  last  ten 
years.  As  a  great  deal  of  the  hose  is  destroyed  by  the 
heavy  pressure  that  it  is  necessary  to  use  when  forcing 
water  through  long  lines  to  the  fire,  the  loss  by  friction 
when  the  water  is  passing  through  the  hose  is  about 
eight  pounds  to  the  hundred  feet,  and  if  the  engine  is 
carrying  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  water  pressure, 
and  forcing  through  twelve  hundred  feet  of  hose,  there 
would  not  be  more  than  sixty  pounds  pressure  at  the 
pipe  ;  whereas,  if  they  only  had  on  three  hundred  feet  of 
hose,  and  carrying  the  same  pressure,  there  would  be 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  pressure  at  the 
pipe. 
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FIRE   EXTINGUISHERS. 


During  the  past  year,  twelve  more  fire  extinguishers 
were  purchased  and  placed  in  service  on  the  hose  car- 
riages of  Nos.  1,  3,  4,  5,  10  and  11  Engine  Companies. 
This  equips  each  company  with  two  extinguishers,  there 
being  thirty-four  in  service.  They  are  carried  on  the 
hose  carriages  and  hook  and  ladder  trucks.  The  small 
extinguishers  use  the  same  ingredients  as  the  chemical 
engines,  in  proportion  to  their  size,  and  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  box  fires,  and  nearly  all  of  the 
silent  fires,  are  extinguished  with  them,  without  using 
water  in  buildings  from  the  fire  plugs  or  engines.  On 
the  sides  of  the  shut-off  nozzles  on  the  pipes,  there  is 
another  small  pipe  attached,  to  throw  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  stream  of  water,  to  assist  the  fire  extinguishers 
when  needed.  The  extinguishers  have  been  used  six 
hundred  and  eighty-four  times  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  consuming  one  thousand  and  twenty-six  pounds 
of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  and  three  hundred  and  forty- 
two  pounds  of  sulphuric  acid,  in  charges. 

NOZZLES. 

The  improved  spray  nozzle  that  has  been  in  service 
at  No.  2  Engine  Company,  has  been  tested  on  several 
occasions,  and  worked  satisfactorily.  This  nozzle  is 
made  to  spray  the  water  from  the  sides,  to  clear  away 
smoke,  and  to  work  under  floors  when  the  fire  is  in 
basements.  I  would  recommend  that  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4 
Engine  Companies  be  supplied  with  them. 
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FIRE  ALARM   STATIONS. 


A  greater  number  of  fire  alarm  "boxes  are  needed  in 
some  locations.  In  the  centre  of  the  city,  where  there 
were  dwelling  houses  when  the  telegraph  line  was 
erected,  is  now  covered  with  warehouses,  and  on  the 
outskirts  a  great  number  of  new  buildings  have  been 
erected,  some  of  which  are  six  and  eight  squares  dis- 
tant from  the  nearest  fire  alarm  box ;  and  when  a  fire 
occurs,  the  time  lost  in  going  to  give  the  alarm,  allows 
the  fire  to  get  a  good  headway  before  the  arrival  of  the 
apparatus ;  and  if  the  fire  does  not  show  a  light  to  des- 
ignate the  location,  the  apparatus  goes  to  the  box,  and 
it  being  a  long  distance  off  from  the  fire,  it  frequently 
takes  the  apparatus  in  an  opposite  direction  from  the 
fire.  To  obviate  this  trouble,  I  recommend  that  boxes 
be  erected  at  the  following  places: 

Howard  and  Conway  streets. 

Charles  and  Barre  streets. 

Charles  and  Henrietta  streets. 

Fort  avenue  and  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  tobacco  warehouse. 

Holliday  and  Centre  streets. 

Front  and  Buran  streets. 

Lexington  and  Howard  streets. 

Charles  and  Barnett  streets. 

Aisquith  and  Chew  streets. 

( Jharles  and  Madison  streets. 

( Jaroline  and  Chew  streets. 

Calvert  and  Eager  streets. 

Bolton  and  Laurens  streets. 

Lombard  street  and  Marsh  Market  Space. 

Druid  Hill  avenue  and  Townsend  street. 
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Lafayette  and   Carrolltou    avenues — State   Normal 

School. 
Pennsylvania  avenue  and  Greenwillow  street. 
Myrtle  avenue  and  Lanvale  street. 
Druid  Hill  avenue  and  Patterson  street. 
Mosher  and  Division  streets. 
Boston  and  Leaken  streets. 
Clement  and  Jackson  streets. 

There  were  six  new  fire  alarm  boxes  erected  during 
the  past  year,  located  and  numbered  as  follows  : 

67,  Hanover  and  Jephson  streets. 

72,  Covington  and  Donaldson  streets. 

73,  Fort  avenue  and  entrance  to  the  Dry  Dock. 
136,  Foot  of  Mill  street. 

417,  Portland  and  Green  streets. 
516,  Ostend  and  Warner  streets. 

Of  the  new  boxes,  72  has  given  one  alarm;  417,  five 
alarms — three  of  which  were  for  serious  fires — and  516, 
two  alarms. 

HAYES'  PATENT  TRUCK. 

Since  my  last  report,  one  of  the  Hayes'  Hook  and 
Ladder  Trucks,  which  I  recommended,  has  been  pur- 
chased, and  placed  in  service  at  No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company's  house.  This  truck  carries  seven  ladders, 
ranging  from  eight  to  forty  feet  in  length,  and  an  ex- 
tension ladder,  which  is  fastened  to  a  turn-table  on  the 
forward  part  of  the  truck,  so  that  the  ladder  can  be 
turned  in  different  ways  when  it  is  being  elevated,  to 
clear  the  telegraph  wires  that  it  might  come  in  contact 
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with ;  and  in  narrow  streets  it  can  be  thrown  from  the 
houses  on  one  side  of  the  street  to  those  on  the  other 
side,  without  taking  the  ladder  down  or  removing  the 
truck.  The  ladder  can  be  raised  to  the  height  of  eighty- 
five  feet — a  crank  being  used  for  this  purpose — it  only 
requiring  four  men  to  do  it.  It  can  be  run  up  to  its  full 
height  in  less  than  two  minutes.  It  is  also  used  as  a  fire 
escape,  to  take  people  from  the  upper  windows  of  tall 
buildings,  and  it  has  facilities  for  hoisting  lines  of  hose, 
so  that  they  can  be  carried  in  the  windows  or  on  the  roofs 
of  high  buildings.  It  has  been  tested  on  several  occa- 
sions, and  worked  satisfactorily.  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  another  truck  of  this  pattern  be  pro- 
cured, and  placed  in  service  at  No.  2  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company,  as  there  are  many  buildings  in  the  vicinity 
of  their  house,  the  upper  stories  of  which  the  ladders 
they  now  have  will  not  reach,  to  rescue  persons  that 
may  be  confined  there,  with  no  other  means  of  escape; 
and  it  is  also  necessary  to  carry  the  hose  to  the  upper 
windows  of  tall  buildings. 

I  will  again  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
removing  No.  2  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  from  its 
present  location  to  oik  nearer  to  the  valuable  property 
around  the  Spring  Gardens  and  at  Locust  Point,  as  these 
sections  have  become,  in  a  great  measure,  the  location 
of  a  large  number  of  manufacturing  establishments, 
that  need  better  protection  from  fire  than  is  now 
afforded  them.  No.  2  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  from 
its  present  location  to  Locust  Point,  is  over  two  miles 
in  distance,  and  it  takes  them  fifteen  minutes  to  go  to 
this  point,  where  are  situated  large  storehouses,  grain 
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elevators,  several  lines  of  steamships,  dwelling  houses 
and  manufacturing  establishments.  No.  2  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  should  be  located  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  No.  2  Engine  Company,  as  from  this  location 
they  could  run  to  the  valuable  property  on  Eutaw, 
Liberty,  Sharp,  Hanover,  Charles,  German,  Lombard 
and  Pratt  streets,  in  three  or  four  minutes,  besides 
being  much  nearer  to  the  property  in  the  southern  sec- 
tion that  I  mentioned  as  needing  protection.  The 
house  which  they  now  occupy,  on  Paca  street,  will  be  a 
first-rate  place  for  a  chemical  engine  company,  as  it  is 
in  close  proximity  to  many  large  business  houses. 

CHEMICAL  ENGINES. 

I  again  reiterate  what  I  have  said  in  my  reports  of 
the  last  two  years  in  regard  to  the  urgent  necessity  of 
organizing  three  chemical  engine  companies  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  experience  of  chemical  engines,  for  ex- 
tinguishing fires  without  the  use  of  water,  except  in 
the  form  of  vapor,  has  proved  successful  wherever  they 
have  been  tried.  In  other  cities  they  are  used ;  and 
where  the  stores  are  stocked  with  goods  that  are  most 
likely  to  be  damaged  by  water,  they  are  invaluable.  A 
given  amount  of  chemicals  will  put  out  four  times  as 
much  fire  as  the  same  amount  of  water.  When  a  fire 
occurs  in  the  roof  of  a  building,  (of  which  we  have 
many,)  the  advantage  of  the  chemical  engines  is  found 
to  be  great  ;  by  making  a  hole  in  the  ceiling  below,  and 
putting  a  stream  through  it  from  the  chemical  engine, 
the  gas  ascends  and  puts  out  the  fire,  without  doing  any 
damage  to  the  goods  or  furniture  in  the  rooms  below ; 
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and  in  confined  places,  such  as  the  hold  of  a  vessel,  the 
carbonic  acid  gas  extinguishes  the  fire  much  more 
readily  than  water.  When  large  fires  occur,  the  chem- 
ical engines  are  valuable  auxiliaries,  as  they  can  be 
stationed  at  points  to  which  the  wind  is  driving  the 
sparks,  to  protect  property  that  may  be  in  danger  of 
taking  fire  from  them;  and  the  hose  being  light,  they 
can  be  carried  on  the  roofs  of  buildings  by  two  men. 
The  chemical  engines  are  used  in  the  fire  departments 
of  nearly  all  the  principal  cities,  and  the  following 
statements  will  show  in  what  estimation  they  are  held : 

Xew  York  city  has  five  chemical  engines,  and  reports 
they  do  good  service. 

Chicago  has  six,  and  has  used  them  for  ten  years  ; 
"  one-half  their  fires  are  extinguished  by  them." 

Cincinnati  reports,  "have  had  them  in  service  six 
years;  they  do  good  service,  and  we  heartily  recommend 
them." 

Xew  Orleans  has  five,  and  states  they  have  been  in 
service  five  years,  "do  excellent  service,  more  than 
forty  per  cent,  of  the  fires  are  extinguished  by  them." 

Boston  has  eight,  some  of  which  have  been  in  service 
seven  years,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Buffalo  has  four,  "have  been  in  use  about  six  years, 
and  about  forty  per  cent,  of  the  fires  are  extinguished 
by  them." 

Detroit  has  two,  and  reports  seventy-five  per  cent,  of 
the  fires  are  put  out  by  them. 

Peoria,  111.,  has  two,  and  state  one-half  the  fires  are 
extinguished  by  them. 
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Springfield,  Ohio,  has  two,  and  reports  "  at  least  one- 
fourth  the  fires,  and  some  bad  ones,  especially  in  fine 
dwellings  where  water  would  do  great  damage,  have 
been  extinguished  by  them." 

Columbus,  Ohio,  has  one,  and  from  sixty  to  seventy 
per  cent,  of  the  fires  have  been  put  out  by  the  chemicals. 

Quebec,  Canada,  has  six,  and  testify  that  thousands  of 
dollars  have  been  saved  by  them. 

Not  only  do  the  officers  of  all  the  Fire  Departments 
heard  from  endorse  the  chemical  engines  and  recom- 
mend them,  but  all  testify  to  the  absence  of  complaint 
that  so  often  follows  the  excessive  use  of  water  in  the 
extinguishment  of  fires,  and  the  consequent  damage  to 
stocks  of  goods  and  furniture.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
officers  in  all  large  cities,  that  no  Department  is 
thoroughly  equipped  without  the  chemical  engines. 
Many  fires  occur  in  this  city  where  such  an  apparatus 
would  more  than  pay  its  cost,  and  serious  damage  by 
water  would  thereby  be  prevented.  At  the  fire  which 
occurred  at  No.  51  N.  Howard  street,  on  November  16th 
last,  occupied  by  D.  J.  Goldenburg,  dealer  in  millinery 
goods,  the  loss  was  $15,000,  one-third  of  this  amount 
could  have  been  saved  if  the  Department  had  had 
chemical  engines.  The  chemical  engine  can  be  run  at 
a  small  expense,  as  the  engine,  two  horses,  and  three 
men  constitute  the  full  complement. 

INCREASING  THE  NUMBER  OF  HOUSEMEN. 

I  again  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  permanent  men  in  the  companies. 
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The  engine  companies,  and  more  especially  the  hook 
and  ladder  companies,  are  frequently  delayed  when 
fires  occur  during  the  time  the  housemen  are  at  their 
meals ;  this  has  been  of  frequent  occurrence  during  the 
past  year.  On  October  5  th,  box  135  came  in,  at  6:20  P. 
M.,  at  No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  there  was  but 
one  man  in  the  house — the  tillerman— the  hostler  being 
at  his  supper,  an  inexperienced  person  attempted  to 
drive  the  horses,  and  when  going  out,  the  truck  struck 
the  side  of  the  door-frame  in  making  the  turn ;  all  the 
braces  that  hold  the  extension  ladder  were  bent,  and 
one  of  the  ladders  was  broken,  which  damage  necessi- 
tated the  truck  being  out  of  service  several  days  for 
repairs. 

There  are  nine  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four  when 
there  are  but  two  men  in  the  engine  houses,  and  six 
hours  when  there  is  but  one  man  in  the  houses  of  the 
hook  and  ladder  companies,  the  other  man  being  at  his 
meal>. 

During  the  past  year  ninety-six  alarms  of  fire  have 
occurred  during  the  meal  time  of  the  housemen,  as  fol- 
lows :  at  breakfast  hour,  thirty-two;  at  dinner  hour, 
twenty-five;  at  supper  hour,  forty-one. 

The  engine  companies  cannot  go  to  a  fire  with  less 
than  three  men — the  hostler  to  drive  the  horses  in  the 
engine,  the  engineman  to  go  on  the  foot-board  of  the 
engine  to  attend  to  the  brake  and  put  fuel  in  the  fur- 
nace under  the  boiler,  and  the  assistant  engineman  to 
drive  the  horses  in  the  hose  carriage.  The  hook  and 
ladder  companies  cannot  go  out  with  less  than  two 
men — the  hostler  and  the  tillerman,  and  if  this  comple- 
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merit  of  men  are  not  in  the  houses,  the  apparatus  must 
wait  until  they  come,  and  if  they  do  not  pick  up  enough 
of  the  call-men  when  going  to  the  fire,  it  causes  another 
delay.  There  are  hundreds  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments in  the  city  where  the  employees  are  in  the  upper 
stories  with  but  a  single  stairway,  and  in  case  of  a  fire 
occurring  on  the  lower  floor,  escape  by  the  stairway 
would  be  cut  off,  and  they  could  not  be  rescued  until 
the  arrival  of  the  ladders  on  the  hook  and  ladder  truck. 
The  following  is  a  case  that  occurred  during  the  past 
year : 

On  October  28th,  at  4:40  P.  M.,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  the  basement  of  a  four-story  building,  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Howard  and  Lexington  streets;  the 
fourth  floor  was  occupied  as  a  trimming  manufactory ; 
the  one  stairway  leading  to  the  fourth  floor  was  cut  off 
by  the  flames ;  eighteen  girls  and  four  boys  were  taken 
from  the  windows  of  the  fourth-story  with  the  ladders ; 
whereas,  if  there  had  been  any  delay  in  rescuing  them, 
they  would  have  jumped  from  the  windows  or  perished 
in  the  flames. 

Another  reason  why  I  recommend  an  increase  in 
the  permanent  force  of  the  Department  is,  that  at 
every  fire  that  occurs  during  the  working  hours 
of  the  day,  that  is,  from  six  o'clock,  A.  31.,  to  seven 
o'clock,  1\  M.y  the  companies  are  delayed  in  getting 
into  service  at  fires  by  there  not  being  men  enough 
present  when  they  arrive  at  the  fire  to  handle  the  appa- 
ratus— this  is  notably  the  case  when  a  serious  fire  occurs, 
and  a  second  or  general  alarm  is  sounded.  The  men 
being  at  work  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  are  com- 
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pelled  to  run,  and  when  they  arrive,  are  so  worn  out 
that  they  are  of  little  use  for  some  time.  This  was  the 
case  with  several  companies  at  the  fire  which  occurred 
on  September  27th,  at  11:40  A.  M.,  when  the  two  four- 
story  warehouses,  numbers  13  and  15  Camden  street, 
burnt;  occupied  by  Adler  Bros.,  and  Stieful  &  Juhn, 
manufacturers  of  oil-cloth  clothing.  This  fire  was  very 
threatening  to  surrounding  property,  owing  to  the  large 
quantity  of  oil  which  is  used  in  this  business,  the  floors 
of  the  building  were  completely  saturated ;  the  fire  was 
confined  to  the  two  warehouses.  The  same  trouble  was 
experienced  at  the  fire  which  occurred  on  October  27th. 
at  2so.  378  West  Baltimore  street ;  occupied  by  Day, 
Jones  &  Co.,  as  a  collar  and  trunk  factory;  eighteen  men 
and  boys  were  in  the  upper  stories,  but  there  being  a 
trap-door  leading  to  the  roof,  they  escaped  to  the  roofs 
of  the  adjoining  buildings.  AYhile  the  Department  is 
delayed  in  getting  into  service,  the  fire  i>  spreading, 
and  may  lead  to  a  great  conflagration,  such  as  have 
occurred  in  the  cities  of  Chicago,  Boston,  Portland  and 
other  phu-es,  destroying  property  to  the  amount  of 
many  millions  of  dollars  before  it  burnt  itself  out, 
besides  causing  a  serious  loss  of  life. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  City  Council 
be  petitioned  to  change  the  ordinance  so  as  to  increase 
the  number  of  housemen  to  fire  in  Engine  Companies 
Nbs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  G  and  7;  and  to  four  in  Engine  Compa- 
nies Xos.  8,  9,  10,  11,12  and  13  ;  and  to  five  in  Hook  and 
Eadder  Companies  Xos.  1  and  2;  and  to  three  in  Hook 
and  Ladder  Companies  3  and  4.  If  tin's  is  done,  when 
one  of  the  housemen  is  at  his  meals,  there  will  always 
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be  enough  of  men  in  the  house  to  take  the  apparatus  to 
the  fire  and  put  it  in  service  without  delay.  This 
change  can  be  made  at  a  small  additional  expense  by 
decreasing  the  number  of  call-men  in  the  companies 
and  making  them  permanent  members,  and  it  will  add 
greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Department. 

FIRE  PROTECTION  TO  THE  WATER  FRONT. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  need  of  better 
protection  to  the  great  extent  and  amount  of  valuable 
property  along  the  water  front,  which  is  ten  miles,  and 
is  built  up  with  wharves  and  piers,  on  which  are  erected 
large  warehouses  and  sheds,  many  of  which  are  filled 
with  inflammable  oils  and  valuable  merchandise;  besides 
which  there  are  many  steamboats  and  other  vessels. 
A  great  many  large  fires  that  occur  are  close  to  the 
water  front,  and  are  generally  so  situated  that  the 
streams  from  the  engines  cannot  be  placed  to  do  efficient 
service.  At  several  large  fires  that  have  occurred, 
material  help  was  rendered  to  the  Department  in  sub- 
duing the  fire  by  the  steam  tugboat  "  Convoy,"  which 
belongs  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company. 
It  is  fitted  out  with  a  powerful  pump,  which  is  capable 
of  throwing  three  large  streams  of  water  a  great  dis- 
tance ;  and  as  some  protection  should  be  afforded  this 
valuable  property,  I  would  recommend  that  the  steam- 
tug  "  Baltimore,"  which  belongs  to  the  city,  should  be 
fitted  out  with  a  pump  for  fire  purposes,  similar  to  the 
one  on  the  "  Convoy,"  and  that  the  boat  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  as  nearly 
all  the  large  commercial  cities  have  steamboats  fitted 
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up  in  tills  way  to  protect  property  along  the  water 
fronts.  The  importance  of  having  a  boat  fitted  up  to 
protect  property  on  the  water,  was  forcibly  demon- 
strated at  the  fire  which  occurred  on  the  morning  of 
November  28,  at  the  Canton  wharves,  foot  of  Chesa- 
peake street.  It  commenced  in  a  floating  grain  eleva- 
tor, and  in  a  short  time  two  floating  elevators,  two  canal 
boats,  two  steam  yachts,  two  large  covered  wharves, 
and  the  Russian  bark  "Vesta"  weie  in  flames.  The 
property  that  was  burning  being  on  the  water,  the  en- 
gines were  in  a  manner  powerless  to  aid  them.  The 
fire  spread  from  one  vessel  to  another,  and  when  their 
moorings  burnt  away,  they  floated  out  in  the  stream, 
and  endangered  other  property  at  the  wharves  where 
they  lodged.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  aid  rendered  by 
the  tug  "  Minnie,"  which  towed  out  one  of  the  burning 
elevators  from  the  wharf  of  Baker  &  Bros.,  where  it 
had  lodged,  there  would  have  been  a  great  destruction 
of  property  at  this  point,  as  there  was  stored  on  this 
wharf  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  other  inflammable  merchandise. 

MANUFACTURING  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  urgent  necessity 
of  the  City  Council  passing  an  ordinance,  giving  au- 
thority to  the  officers  of  the  Department  to  visit  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  see  that  proper  means  of 
egress  are  provided  for  the  employees  to  escape  from 
the  buildings  in  case  of  fire.  Every  building  of  this 
kind  should  be  provided  with  two  scuttle  holes  leading 
to  the  roof,  one  in  the  front  and  the  other  in  the  rear, 
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with,  steps  to  them ;  the  stairways  to  be  stationary,  and 
the  tread  of  the  steps  to  be  not  less  than  four  inches ; 
the  doors  of  the  scuttle  holes  to  be  unfastened  every 
morning  before  work  commences,  and  not  closed  until 
the  employees  leave  the  building  in  the  evening.  In 
buildings  over  three  stories  in  height,  and  where  more 
than  fifty  hands  are  employed,  there  should  be  an  out- 
side stairway,  built  of  iron,  to  connect  with  each  story, 
or  a  tower,  built  of  brick,  in  the  buildings,  with  an  iron 
spiral  stairway  and  iron  doors  to  the  outlets  from  the 
different  floors  to  the  tower.  Many  instances  have  come 
under  my  observation,  of  buildings  four,  five  and  six 
stories  high, where  large  numbers  of  hands  are  employed, 
principally  women  and  children,  where,  should  a  fire 
occur  in  the  rooms  below  them,  there  is  no  way  for 
them  to  escape  from  the  building ;  and  if  they  were  not 
rescued  in  time  they  would  be  compelled  to  jump  from 
the  windows  or  perish  in  the  flames.  I  think  that  the 
best  protection  should  be  afforded  those  who  are  com- 
pelled to  labor  in  these  establishments  for  a  livelihood. 

PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  AMUSEMENT. 

In  view  of  the  terrible  calamity  that  recently  befell 
the  city  of  Vienna,  by  the  burning  of  the  Ring  Theatre, 
where  over  one  thousand  lives  were  lost,  and  the  horri- 
ble scenes  witnessed  at  the  burning  of  the  theatre  in 
Brooklyn,  where  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  lives 
were  lost,  which  is  still  fresh  in  our  memories.  By 
examining  statistics  in  regard  to  fires  that  have  occurred 
in  theatres  and  other  places  of  amusement,  both  in  this 
country  and  F.urope,  I  find  that  in  nearly  every  instance 
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when  the  fire  occurred  during  the  time  of  the  erform- 
ance,  and  when  the  houses  were  filled  with  people,  there 
was  great  sacrifice  of  human  lives.  The  theatre  at 
Vienna  that  burnt  was  recently  erected,  and  fitted  up 
with  appliances  for  putting  out  fires,  having  hose  and 
water  ready  to  be  used  on  the  stage,  and  a  drop  curtain 
made  of  sheet  iron,  to  prevent  the  fire  from  spreading 
from  the  stage  (where  the  fires  are  most  likely  to  occur) 
into  the  auditorium.  This  is  a  preventive  (the  iron 
curtain)  that  has  not  yet  come  in  use  in  this  country ; 
but  there  was  one  thing  lacking,  and  that  was,  in  not 
having  traine I  men,  who  were  accustomed  to  fighting 
fire,  to  use  the  appliances  when  the  occasion  demanded 
their  services.  From  the  account  we  have  received  of 
this  fire,  it  was  caused  by  the  upsetting  of  a  lamp 
which  was  used  in  the  performance ;  and  if  proper  par- 
ties had  been  on  hand  to  use  the  appliances,  this  terri- 
ble calamity  would  have  been  averted. 

In  some  of  the  theatres  in  this  city  there  are  pipes 
run  in  from  the  water  mains,  with  connections  for  hose, 
and  if  there  is  hose  attached,  it  is  very  apt  to  be  old 
and  unreliable,  likely  to  burst  as  soon  as  the  pressure  is 
pat  on  it,  and  the  places  to  attach  the  hose  blocked  up 
with  scenery  and  other  stage  property,  so  that  they  can 
not  be  used.  A  building  may  have  a  great  many  ways 
of  exit,  and  wide  stairways  leading  to  the  front  doors, 
so  that  it  can  be  emptied  in  a  short  time  when  there  is 
no  excitement ;  but  when  three  or  four  thousand  people 
are  congregated  together,  and  a  panic  ensues,  it  is  quite 
different ;  every  one  pushes  their  way  towards  the 
street,  struggling  and  crushing  each  other;   some  fall 
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down;  others  fall  over  them,  and  thus  the  ways  of  exit 
are  "blocked  up,  and  they  all  become  a  struggling,  fren- 
zied mass,  and  continue  to  crush  one  another  until 
they  perish.  The  scene  is  indescribable.  To  guard 
against  such  a  calamity  as  I  have  above  described, 
occurring  in  this,  our  city,  I  would  recommend  that  the 
City  Council  be  urged  upon  to  pass  a  stringent  ordi- 
nance, with  a  heavy  penalty  for  its  violation,  to  compel 
all  owners  of  theatres  or  other  places  of  amusement  to 
place  fire-alarm  boxes  in  their  buildings,  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  central  office  of  the  Police  and  Fire 
Alarm  Telegraph.  According  to  evidence  at  the  inquest 
in  Vienna  in  regard  to  the  burning  of  the  theatre,  it 
has  been  elicited  that  it  was  twenty-five  minutes  before 
the  fire  brigade  arrived ;  and  at  the  fire  in  Brooklyn, 
above  referred  to,  there  was  also  some  delay  in  giving 
the  alarm  to  the  fire  department.  By  having  the  fire- 
alarm  boxes  inside  the  building,  the  call  can  be  sent 
for  the  department  the  instant  the  fire  is  seen ;  and  as 
all  the  boxes  are  numbered,  the  call  card  could  be  made 
out  for  all  the  hook  and  ladder  companies  to  answer,  so 
as  to  have  the  ladders,  if  it  was  necessary,  to  rescue  the 
people  from  the  windows.  Xot  less  than  a  four-inch 
pipe  should  be  attached  to  the  street  mains,  and  carried 
in  the  buildings,  with  the  following  openings:  two 
under  the  stage — one  on  each  side ;  two  on  the  stage — 
one  on  each  side,  and  two  up  in  the  flies — one  on  each 
side ;  the  openings  to  attach  the  hose  on  to  be  two  and 
a  half  inches,  of  the  fire  department  standard;  the 
hose  to  be  kept  always  attached  to  all  the  connections, 
with  shut-off  nozzles  on  the  pipes,  which  are  attached 
to  the  hose,  so  that  the  hose  can  be  laid  out  whenever 
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the  performance  is  going  on,  and  the  water  turned  on ; 
all  the  hose  on  the  different  openings  to  be  of  sufficient 
length  to  reach  the  hose  from  the  opposite  side;  and 
two  hooks,  two  axes  and  two  pickaxes  shall  be  kept 
where  they  can  be  seen,  under  the  stage,  on  the  stage 
and  up  in  the  flies ;  and  also,  that  two  fire  extinguishers 
should  be  kept  up  in  the  flies — one  on  each  side — always 
ready  for  use ;  and  two  half-round  knives,  with  twenty- 
feet  handles,  kept  on  the  stage,  to  pull  down  the  scenery 
and  cut  the  ropes,  in  case  they  should  take  fire ;  and 
whenever  a  performance  is  'going  on,  two  members  of 
the  fire  department  shall  be  detailed  to  each  place  of 
amusement,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  remain  on  the 
stage — one  alongside  the  fire-alarm  box,  which  shall  be 
unlocked  while  the  people  are  in  the  house,  and  the 
other  alongside  the  pipe  up  in  the  flies ;  the  men  to  be 
paid  by  the  lessees  of  the  building;  and  that  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  Chief  and  Assistant  Engineers, 
and  the  foreman  of  the  nearest  company,  shall  have 
access  to  the  building  at  all  times,  to  see  that  the  appli- 
ances are  in  good  condition  for  extinguishing  fires,  and 
always  ready  for  use,  and  that  the  men  detailed  are  at 
their  posts.  All  the  doors  to  such  buildings  as  I  have 
mentioned  should  be  made  to  open  outward. 

PUBLIC   SCHOOLS,  CHURCHES,  &c. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  again  to  the  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  danger  to  which  human  life  is  exposed  in 
case  of  a  fire  occurring  in  buildings  where  large  num- 
bers of  people  congregate,  such  as  churches,  schools  and 
places  of  amusement,  where  experience  has  taught  us 
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a  lire  is  generally  accompanied  by  a  panic  among  those 
present.  To  prevent  this  manifest  danger,  especially 
in  the  case  of  our  public  schools,  where  the  children  of 
our  households  are  brought  together  in  vast  numbers 
in  buildings  two  and  three  stories  in  height,  I  would 
recommend  that  outside  stairways  be  erected  to  all  the 
buildings,  (some  of  which  have  been  provided  with 
them  in  the  past  year)  to  come  down  from  the  upper 
stories,  as  this  is  the  only  fire  escape  which  can  be 
safely  used  at  the  school  houses ;  and  also  that  each 
school  house  be  connected  toy  telegraph  with  the  near- 
est engine  or  truck  house,  independent  of  general  alarm 
system.  Several  fires  have  occurred  in  the  school 
buildings,  but  all  of  them  were  of  little  consequence, 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  that  occurred  at  No.  15 
Malu  and  Female  Grammar  School  on  Carrollton  avenue, 
at  12:12  p.  m.,  November  29.  It  commenced  in  the  base- 
ment, and  was  caused  (as  all  the  other  fires  that  oc- 
curred in  the  school  buildings)  by  the  careless  manner 
in  which  the  furnace  was  built.  The  heat  from  the 
top  of  the  furnace  set  fire  to  the  woodwork  above  (the 
joists  and  floor.)  The  flame  came  out  of  the  basement 
window,  and  went  up  as  high  as  the  windows  in  the 
story  above  it.  Word  was  sent  to  number  8  company, 
which  is  located  two  squares  distant,  and  the  alarm 
sent  in.  The  apparatus  promptly  arrived,  and  the 
fire  was  extinguished.  This  shows  the  importance  of 
the  telegraph  connection,  as  above  recommended. 
When  the  fire  occurred,  the  children  had  left  the  second 
story,  and  the  lower  rooms  were  emptied  without  an 
accident.  If  this  fire  had  occurred  a  few  minutes 
sooner,  when  the  children,  som3  nino  hundred  in  num- 
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ber,  were  in  the  building,  very  likely  some  of  them 
would  have  been  injured,  and  perhaps  many  lives  lost, 
as  there  was  no  outside  stairway  to  the  buiding,  and 
only  one  of  the  stairways  could  be  used,  as  one  of  them 
came  down  on.  the  side  of  the  building  where  the  flames 
were  coming  out  of  the  basement  window.  I  would 
also  recommend  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  some  com- 
petent person  to  visit  all  the  school  houses  monthly, 
when  the  fires  are  lighted,  to  examine  the  heating 
apparatus,  and  see  that  the  woodwork  around  is  pro- 
perly guarded  to  prevent  it  taking  fire. 

ADDITIONAL  COMPANIES  NEEDED. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Honorable  Body 
to  the  large  unprotected  portion  of  the  city,  lying  in 
the  vicinity  of  Charles-street  bridge,  and  from  that 
point  to  Harford  avenue  and  John  street.  Since  the 
building  of  the  bridges  over  the  falls,  and  the  opening 
of  Calvert,  St.  Paul  and  North  streets,  a  great  number 
of  first-class  buildings,  principally  dwelling  houses, 
have  been  erected  in  this  section.  The  nearest  com- 
panies, Nos.  6  and  7,  are  situated  a  great  distance  from 
these  localities,  and  have  heavy  grades  to  ascend, 
which  necessitates  the  horses  going  in  a  slow  gait 
when  dragging  the  heavy  engines,  and,  when  a  fire 
occurs,  a  great  deal  of  damage  is  done  before  their 
arrival.  I  would  recommend  that  a  house  be  built,  and 
that  a  company  be  organized,  with  a  large-size  chemi- 
cal engine,  and  located  so  as  to  protect  the  above- 
described  property. 
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Another  section  that  is  in  need  of  better  protection 
from  fire  is  that  portion  lying  west  of  Strieker  and 
south  of  Baltimore  streets.  It  is  thickly  "built  up  to 
the  city  boundary  with  dwelling  houses,  breweries, 
slaughter  houses,  and  other  valuable  property.  I  would 
recommend  that  a  house  be  built  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lombard  and  Mount  streets,  and  that  No.  8  Engine 
Company  be  removed  from  their  present  location  to 
this  point.  From  Xo.  8  Engine  House,  on  Mulberry  street, 
to  Xo.  13  Engine  House,  at  the  intersection  of  Fremont 
street  and  Myrtle  avenue,  is  but  seven  blocks  distant. 
The  companies  that  are  in  the  centre  of  the  city  are 
sixteen  and  eighteen  blocks  apart.  There  is  very  little 
use  for  engine  companies  in  this  section.  Since  the 
building  of  the  high  service  reservoir,  from  which  it 
is  supplied,  the  fire-plugs  have  from  sixty  to  eighty 
pounds  pressure  on  them ;  and  no  fire  has  occurred  in 
this  section  during  the  last  three  years  that  has  required 
the  service  of  an  engine,  the  pressure  from  the  fire- 
plugs being  sufficient  to  extinguish  them.  The  south- 
western section  that  I  have  mentioned  is  supplied  with 
water  from  Druid  Lake  reservoir,  which  is  elevated  two 
hundred  and  seventeen  feet  above  tide  water,  and  there 
are  elevations  in  this  section  where  the  fire-plugs  are 
one  hundred  and  seventy-six  feet  above,  and  conse- 
sequently  they  only  have  from  twenty  to  thirty  pounds 
pressure,  and  when  a  fire  occurs  the  engines  are  needed 
to  draft  the  water  from  the  pipes,  and  force  it  to  the 
fire.  At  Mount  and  Lombard  streets,  Xo.  8  Engine 
Company  would  be  better  located  to  respond  to  boxes 
in  the  centre  and  southern  section  of  the  city  than  from 
its  present  location.     After  their  removal,  a  chemical 
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engine   company  should  be  organized   and  located  on 
Mulberry  street. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  present  loca- 
tion of  Xo.  3  Hook  and  Ladder  Company.  "When  this 
company  was  organized,  in  1871,  they  were  placed  in 
the  house  on  Ann  street  with  No.  5  Engine  Company, 
temporarily,  as  it  teas  then  said,  but  they  have  remained 
there  ever  since.  The  house  is  utterly  unfit  for  the 
accommodation  of  these  two  companies,  it  having  but 
one  large  door  for  the  apparatus  to  come  out ;  and  when 
an  alarm  of  fire  occurs  from  a  box  they  both  respond  to, 
one  of  the  companies  must  wait  until  the  other  is  out  of 
the  house  to  avoid  accidents.  Two  companies  should 
never  be  located  in  the  same  house,  as  each  company  is  a 
source  of  protection  to  the  neighborhood  where  it  is 
located,  and  many  incipient  fires  are  extinguished  by  the 
members  going  from  the  houses  with  their  extinguishers 
without  sending  in  a  telegraph  alarm,  which  is  a  saving 
to  apparatus  and  horses.  Xo.  3  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany should  be  situated  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ann  and  Fayette  streets,  on  top  of  the  hill,  and  from 
this  location  they  would  be  in  the  centre  of  the  boxes 
to  which  they  respond,  besides  giving  them  a  start 
from  the  top  of  the  hill  in  all  directions ;  and  they 
could  better  protect  the  property  in  the  northeastern 
section  than  they  can  from  its  present  location. 

TELEGRAPH  AND  TELEPHONE  WIRES. 

One  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  the  Department  has 
to  contend  with  in  the  performance  of  its  duty  is  the 
obstruction  that  is  met  with,  when  ladders  are  required, 


74  EEPORT   OF   THE 

by  the  net-work  of  telegraph  wires  that  are  run  above 
ground  in  the  business  portion  of  the  city.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  raise  any  of  the  large  ladders  in  case  of 
a  fire  occurring  where  these  obstructions  are,  and  much 
valuable  time  is  lost.  Some  remedy  against  these  ob- 
structs is  a  pressing  necessity,  and  I  would  most 
respectfully  recommend  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
devise  a  system  of  laying  the  wires  under  ground, 
especially  in  the  business  streets. 

DISABLED  AND  SUPERANNUATED  FIREMEN. 

The  Legislature  some  time  ago  passed  an  enabling 
Act  to  give  authority  to  the  City  Council  to  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  pension  off  disabled  and  superannu- 
ated firemen.  There  are  several  members  of  the  De- 
partment who  have  been  injured  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  prevent  them  from  pursuing  any  vocation  to  gain  a 
livelihood,  and  it  would  be  unfeeling  to  turn  off  these 
men  with  no  means  of  support.  To  obviate  this,  the 
companies  of  which  these  men  are  members,  run  one 
man  short,  and  the  disabled  man  gets  his  pay,  although 
by  so  doing  each  company  is  crippled  to  the  extent 
of  one  man.  I  would  recommend  that  the  City  Council 
be  petitioned  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to 
pension  off  these  menbers,  so  that  their  places  can  be 
filled  by  efficient  men. 

IRON  SHUTTERS. 

1  would  also  recommend  that  the  City  Council  be 
petitioned  to  pass   an   ordinance,  compelling  all   iron 
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sli utters  to  be  so  arranged  above  the  first  story  of  build- 
ings, (there  is  an  ordinance  to  this  effect  in  New 
York,  Boston  and  Chicago)  so  that  they  can  be  opened 
from  the  outside.  Iron  shutters,  with  iron-bar  fasteners, 
should  never  be  placed  on  buildings  above  the  first 
story,  as  there  is  no  way  of  getting  in  the  buildings 
they  are  on,  except  by  digging  out  the  brick  work. 
They  also  impair  the  success  of  the  Department.  Sev- 
eral fires  have  occurred  where  the  firemen  were  delayed, 
and  the  fire  gained  considerable  headway,  on  account  of 
the  time  consumed  in  forcing  a  way  to  the  burning 
portion  of  the  building.  They  are  placed  on  buildings 
as  a  protection  against  fires  that  occcur  in  adjoining 
buildings,  and  if  the  shutters  of  one  window  of  each 
story  were  left  open,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  fire- 
men to  close  them  if  there  was  any  danger  of  fire  get- 
ting in  the  building  •  but  when  a  fire  takes  place  in 
the  upper  stories  of  a.  building  that  has  iron  shutters 
on  the  windows,  there  is  no  way  of  discovering  it  until 
it  has  forced  its  way  to  the  outside  of  the  building,  or 
the  shutters  become  red  hot ;  whereas  if  the  shutters 
were  left  open  the  fire  could  be  detected  more  readily, 
and  often  suppressed  with  slight  loss. 

PARADE. 

The  annual  parade  of  the  Department  took  place  on 
October  10,  during  the  Oriole  celebration.  It  was  also 
participated  in  by  the  Police  Department,  Military, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  other  organizations. 
The  members,  apparatus  and  horses,  made  a  creditable 
appearance,  as  all  the  apparatus  had  been  thoroughly 
done  up  for  the  occasion. 
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CONCLUSION. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  police  force  for  their  timely  assistance  at  fires, 
finding  them  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  at  all  times . 
In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  heartfelt  thanks  to  all 
officers  and  members  of  the  Department  for  their  cheer- 
ful co-operation,  and  efforts  on  the  part  of  each  to  bring 
the  Department  to  a  degree  of  perfection  and  efficiency, 
by  which  we  will  merit  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  community. 

I  also  extend  many  thanks  to  the  individual  members 
of  your  board,  for  your  encouragement  and  support, 
without  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have 
performed  the  duties  of  my  office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  HEXXICK, 

Chief  Engineer. 


TABLES. 
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TABLE  A, 

Showing  Number  of  Alarms  monthly  for  twelve  months 
ending  December  31,  1881. 


Month.  Silent. 

January 10 

February 19 

March 12 

April 4 

May 9 

June 5 

July 15  

August 2 

September 7 

October 7 

November 13 

December 11. 


Box. 

22  

Total. 
32 

16 

35 

15 

27 

19 

23 

18  

14 

.  ....  27 
19 

10 

14 

25 

16 

16 

23 

24  

20 

31 

33 

22 

33 

Totals 114  210  324 
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TABLE  B, 

Showing  Number   of  Box  Alarms  by  Districts  for 
twelve  months  ending  December  31,  1881. 


Month. 

East  of  Calvert. 

West  of  Calvert. 

Total. 

January 

12 

10 

22 

February.- 

6 

10 

16 

March 

8 

7 

.....     15 

April 

May 

8 

11 

....      19 

12 

6 

18 

June 

6 

8: 

14 

July 

August 

September 

8 

2 

10 

,.  ... 7  

7  

14 

3 

13 

16 

October 

9 

15 

24 

November 

4 

16 

20 

December 

6 

16 

22 

89 

121 

210 
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TABLE   C, 

Showing  the  days  of  the  week,  and  number  of  alarms 

received  on  each,  for  twelve  months  ending 

December  31,  1881. 

Sunday 18 

Monday 29 

Tuesday.  .. 27 

Wednesday 35 

Thursday 34 

Friday 32 

Saturday 35 

Total ; 210 

The  largest  number  of  alarms  received  on  any  one 
day  tallies  with  January  1 — Saturday — and  September 
27 — Tuesday — four  (4)  alarms  being  received  on  each  of 
those  days. 
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Remarks. 

Loss  $875 ;  furnace 
setting  fire  to  wood 
work. 

Loss  $40;  heat  from 
boiler;  extinguish- 
ers used  only. 

Loss  $3,000 ;  over- 
heat'd  stove  setting 
fire  to  wood  work ; 
plugs  frozen;  some- 
time thawing. 

Loss  $100;  clothing 
and  furniture; 
children  playing 
with  matches ;  ex- 
tinguishers used 
only. 

Loss  $30 ;  wind  blow- 
ing cloth'ng  against 
a  lighted  lamp  ;  ex- 
tinguishers used 
only.  Box  8  was 
struck  out,and  com- 
panies responded. 

Turned  in  on  account 
of    smoke    issuing 

Style 
op  Buildings. 

Two-story  frame 
One- story  frame. 
Three-storybrick 

Two-story  brick. 
Three-storybrick 

•HOIAHHg 

"I^H 

CO 

t-T         —*         a                    '                      co 

Engine 
Companies 
in  Service. 

T-l 

rH 

of 

•"* 
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rO                              O? 

How 
Occupied. 

Kindling  wood 
mill. 

Guano  works. 

Tailor  store  & 
dwelling. 

Dwelling. 

Jewelry    store 
and  dwelling 



Occupant. 
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Bro. 

Robert  Turner  & 
Sons. 
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Hy.  Wagner. 

Hy.  Ebert. 

O 
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793  West  Baltimore 
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stack;  fire  on  roof; 
extinguishers  used 
only 

Loss  $1,100  ;  explo- 
sion of  a  coal-oil 
lamp. 

Loss  $50 ;  person 
goiugin  a  cupboard 
with  a  light'd  lamp; 
fire  extinguishers 
used  only. 

Loss  $500 ;  sparks 
from  a  chimney  set- 
ting fire  to  a  roof; 
fi  r e  extinguishers 
used  only. 

Loss  $37,825;  fire 
commenced  in  No. 
15,  fourth  floor; 
cause  unknown. 

Style 
of  Buildings. 

Two-story  brick. 
Three-story  brick 

One-story  brick. 
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Engine 
Companies 
tn  Service. 
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How 
Occupied. 

Dwelling. 
Dwelling. 

Dwelling. 

Com.  Merchant 

Wools    and 
Skins. 

Feathers  and 
Beeswax. 

Commis'n  Mer- 
chants. 

Com  Merchant 

Occupant. 

Anton  Shuner. 
J.  Clarity. 

T.  Smith. 
Jno.  Long. 

Jno.  S.  Minskey, 

1st  floor. 
Henry  Marcus  & 

Son,  3d  and  4th 

floors. 
Martin     Marcus, 

4th  floor. 
Carter,  Downs  & 

Co. 
A  Lewis. 

Locality. 

79  Milliman  street. 
G48  Light  street. 

Rear  of  351  and  353 
S.  Sharp  street. 

1H  Camden  street. 

11  Camden  street. 
15  Camden  street. 
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Remarks. 

wooden  flasks;  ex- 
tinguishers used 
only. 

Loss  ,$30;  overheated 
stove  pipe  running 
through  flooring; 
extinguishers  used 
only. 

Loss  $900 ;  cause 
sparks  from  stove. 

Loss  $300;  sparks 
from  a  passing  lo- 
comotive. 

No  damage;  burning 
of  a  foul  chimney. 

Test,  for  visitors  from 
Fiance",  Count  de 
Rochambeau  and 
others. 

Loss  $150;  cupboard, 
back  room,  second- 
story;  fire  coming 
through  chinks;  ex- 
tinguishers used 
only. 

Loss  $125;  upsetting 
of  a  coal  oil  lamp. 

Style 
of  Buildings. 

Three-story  brick 
Thrce-storybrick 
Thrce-storybrick 

Thrce-storybrick 
Thrce-storybrick 
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in  Service. 
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Dwelling. 
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Offices. 
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Dwelling. 

Geo.   Williams 
and  others. 

Fred.  Koenig. 
B.  &  0.  R.  R. 

T.  C.Yearlcyand 
others. 

G.W.Thompson. 
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Remarks. 

running  through  a 
wainscoted  ceiling ; 
chimney  was  cut  off 
above  the  first  floor 
and  wainscoted  un- 
derneath ;  e  x  t  i  n- 
guishers  used  only. 

Loss  $150;  defective- 
constructed  chim- 
ney; fire  sparks 
came  thro'  chinks, 
setting  fire  to  wood 
work. 

Loss  $80;  upsetting 
of  a  lighted  candle  ; 
extinguishers  used 
only. 

Loss  £50,000;  fire 
commenced  in  the 
"Artisan;"  cause 
unknown;  bark 
Vesta  was  burned 
nearly  to  the  water's 
edge;  the  rest  of 
prop'ty  badly  dam- 
aged by  fire;  wh'ves 
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Dwelling. 

Bark  Vesta. 
One  wharf. 
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Canalboat  Bel- 
lina. 

Canalboat  Bab- 
bitt. 

Floating  eleva- 
tor Artisan. 

Occupant. 

James  High. 

Mrs.  J.  Harrison. 

P.  II.  Sternberg. 

Winans'  estate. 
Penna,  R.  R. 
Mrs.  H.  Woods. 

W.  Parr. 

B.  L  Graham. 

Locality. 

8  and  10  Bouldin  alley 

105  Hanover  street. 

Canton  wharves,  foot 
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ANNUAL  SALARIES  PAID  MONTHLY. 

1  Chief  Engineer  §2,000 

2  Assistant  Engineers,  (each) 1,400 

1  Clerk  and  Secretary 1,200 


Engine  Companies. 

13  Foremen,  (each) ...  §500 

13  Enginemen,  (each) 1,100 

1 3  Assistant  Enginemen,  (each) 900 

13  Hostlers,  (each)  900 

104  Firemen,  (each) 400 


Hook  and  Ladder  Companies. 

4  Foremen,  (each) §500 

4  Tillermen,  (each) 900 

4  Hostlers,  (each) 900 

1  Houseman 900 

39  Laddermen,  (each) 400 


212  Total. 


33  1ST  Gr  1 1ST  IE 


—AND— 


OOK  AUD  LADDER  COMPANIES 

Jkpp&ff&tMg  and  Memteers* 


EEPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
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ENGINE    COMPANY    No.    1. 

(Went  in  Service  February,  1859.) 

Engine  House  situated  on  Paca  St.,  JV.  of  Fayette  St. 

Has  in  charge  :  One  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four- 
Wheel  Hose  Carriages ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers  ;  one 
Fuel  Wagon ;  four  Horses  and  Harness,  with  all  nec- 
essary equipments  for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

Jacob  H.  Hayward,  Forem'n 

58 

202  W.  Fayette  street. 

Painter. 

J.  W.  Yeaton,  Engineman. 

40 

20  N.  Paca  street 

Machinist. 

Cbas.  E.  Freeburger,  Ass't  " 

34 

20  N.  Paca  street 

Machinist, 

Lewis  J.  Frescb,  Hostler  . . 

38 

25  Pearl  street 

Carpenter. 

William  White,  Fireman... 

36 

1  Myrtle  avenue 

Carpenter. 

John  II.  Morgan,      M 

30 

173  Lexington  street. 

Paper  Harger. 

E.  P.  Addison, 

34 

77  Amity  street.. 

Machinist. 

Chas.  Minton,           " 

29 

0  Jasper  street.. . .  ^  . 

Cigar  Maker. 

Robert  Close,             " 

28 

17G  George  street 

Laborer. 

M.  J.  Halloran,          " 

25 

138  Vine  street 

Plumber. 

Geo.  D.  Wernix,        " 

37 

G8  S.  Paca  street.  . . . 

Tobacconist. 

Wm.  J.  O'Brien, 

25 

1  Welch  alley 

Carpenter. 
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EEPOET    OF   THE 


ENGINE    COMPANY    Xo.    2. 

(Went  in  Service  February,  1859.) 

Engine  House  situated  on  Bar  re  St.,  W.  of  Sharp  St. 

Has  in  charge :  One  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four- 
Wheel  Hose  Carriages ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers ;  six 
Horses  and  Harness,  (two  of  which  are  for  the  use  of 
the  Chief  Engineer,)  with  all  necessary  equipments 
for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

Jacob  I! hides,  Foreman 

55 

T  Hollins  street 

Chair  Maker. 

Thos.  Wheatley,  Engineman 

41 

MO  Lee  street 

Machinist. 

Sam'l  Stans'jury,  Ass't    " 
John  Reed,  Hostler 

30 
35 

)8  Bane  strcet 

Machinist. 

Driver. 

L 12  S.  Sharp  street.. 

T.  Rodenhi,  Fhenian 

44    123  S.  Howard  street. 

Chair  Maker. 

Jas.  Humes,           " 

42    L5G  S.Sharp  strcet... 

Glass  Cutter. 

Clias.  Romoser,    " 

44 

1G8  S.  Sharp  street... 

Gas  Fitter. 

C  H.  Hamel, 

20 

100  S.Sharp  street... 

Plumber. 

- 

Causey,       " 

29 

53  Henrietta  stre<  t. . . 

Laborer. 

-.  Kletsel,       *' 

38 

02  Hill  street 

Oarpent(  r. 

John  Leddon,      " 

81 

20  Ramsay  street... 

Clerk. 

Wm.  R.  Davis,    " 

28 

168  Hanover  street.. . 

Book-Keeper. 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 


123 


ENGINE    COMPANY    Xo.    3. 

(Went  in  Service  February,  1859.) 

Engine  House  situated  on  Lombard  St.,  E.  of  High  St. 

Has  in  charge :'  One  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four- 
wheel  Hose  Carriages ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers  ;  four 
Horses  and  Harness,  with  all  necessary  equipments 
for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE             RESIDENCE. 

1 

OCCUPATION. 

P.  II.  Flaherty, 

Foreman.. . 

51 

11!)  Gough  street  . . . 

Painter. 

T.  Humphreys, 

Engineman. 

39 

73  S.Exeter  street. . . 

.Machinist. 

Geo.  Morris,  Ass't      " 

40 

199  Jefferson  street. . 

Machinist. 

John  Pierce,  Hostler 

37 

!78  E.  Lombard  street 

Driver. 

R.  A.  Lindsay, 

Fireman.  . . . 

37 

56  S.  Exeter  street. .  . 

Paper  Hanger. 

E.  A.  Peirson, 

« 

27 

SK  Bond  street 

Paper  Hanger. 

J.  B.  Lehman, 

" 

31 

50  E.  Lombard  street 

Huckster. 

J.  A.  Lindsay, 

" 

39 

73  S.  Exeter  street.. . 

Paper  Hanger. 

Miles  Whalen, 

CI 

33 

7  Bank  street 

Sugar  Boiler. 

Matt.  Armendt, 

« 

30 

289  S.  Bond  street... 

J  airier. 

T.  B  Strahan, 

K 

35 

19  E  Fayette  street.. 

Blacksmith. 

C.  A.  Orem, 

•• 

31 

30  E.  Lombard  si  red. 

Painter. 
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REPORT    OF    THE 


ENGINE    COMPANY    No.    4. 

(Went  in  Service  February,  1859.) 

Engine  House  situated  on  Lexington  St.,  TV.  of  North  St. 

Has  in  charge :  One  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four- 
wheel  Hose  Carriages ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers  ;  four 
Horses  and  Harness,  with  all  necessary  equipments 
for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

Geo.  W.  Horton,  Foreman. 

35 

166  N.  Exeter  street. 

Wire  Worker. 

F.  Conway,  Engineman 

30 

99  K  Front  street... 

Machinist. 

C.  Kuhan,  Ass't     " 

37 

27  Hillman  street.... 

Machinist. 

H.  Pirie,  Hostler 

29 

152  K  Front  street.. 

Driver. 

Geo.  W.  Bentz,  Fireman. . . 

41 

13  Clay  street  

Baker. 

Jas.  Allen,                " 

35 

200Barre  street 

Printer. 

Jos.  Daly, 

29 

68  S.  Central  avenue. 

Stone  Cutter. 

J.  Oscar  Healy,        " 

46 

305  N.  Bond  street... 

Carpenter. 

E.  Shultz, 

29 

31  Holland  street 

Tinner. 

W.  A.  Merchant,     " 

29 

511  Saratoga  street.. 

Cigar  Maker. 

Wm.  Conaway,       " 

42 

221  Mulberry  street.. 

Plumber. 

F.  Bradley, 

25 

91  North  street 

Candy  Maker. 
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ENGINE    COMPANY    No.    5. 

(Went  in  Service  April,  1859.) 

Engine  House  situated  on  Ann  St.,  South  of  Pratt  St. 

Has  in  charge :  One  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four- 
wheel  Hose  Carriages ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers ;  four 
Horses  and  Harness,  with  all  necessary  equipments 
for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

Win.  G.  Miller,  Foreman . . . 

58 

97  Gough  street 

Carpenter. 

F.  L.  Nelson,  Engincman. . 

34 

174  S.  Ann  street. . . . 

Machinist. 

J.  Linderrnan,  Ass"t  " 

34 

198  S.  Ann  street 

Machinist. 

Benj.  Price,  Hostler 

37 

G5  S.  Bond  street 

Driver. 

James  Peacock,  Fireman.. . 

58 

113  S.  Wolfe  street... 

Carpenter. 

Henry  Murphy,        " 

30 

108  Carlington  ave  . . 

Sugar  Refiner. 

Julius  0.  Krav.ch,     " 

45 

147  Gough  street  . . . 

Sheet  Iron  Worker. 

Chas.  P.  Nclso.:,        " 

30 

310  Bank  street 

Carpenter. 

Edward  Bailey,         M 

34 

178  Gough  street. . . . 

Carpenter. 

Win.  P.  Disney,        " 

32 

73  S.  Ann  street.    . . . 

Bricklayer. 

Jas.  Rielly, 

29 

220  E.  Lombard  street 

Painter. 

Win.  M.  Burn-,          " 

2G 

85  Carlington  avenue 

Jan  Maker. 
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EEPORT    OF    THE 


ENGINE    COMPANY    No.    6. 

(Went  in  Service  April,  J  859.) 

Engine  House  situated  corner  Gay  and  Ensor  Sts. 

Has  in  charge :  One  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four- 
wheel  Hose  Carriages;  two  Fire  Extinguishers;  five 
Fiorses  and  Harness,  with  all  necessary  equipments 
for  service. 


NAMES. 

vr ;  e 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

W.  W.  Watson,  Foreman. . 

48 

45  N.  Exeter  street.. . 

I  Merchant. 

M.  Mulligan,  Engineman.  . . 

45 

107  E.  Eager  street..  . 

Machinist. 

Ii.  F.  Boyle,  Ass't     " 

00 

112  Hillen  street.  ... 

Machinist. 

J.  Wersing,  Hostler 

35 

G3  N.  Holliday  street. 

Driver. 

T.  B.  Rial,     Fireman 

43 

Front  and  Fayette.. . 

Carpenter. 

D.  II  Macauley,  ' 

55 

107  Broadway 

Painter. 

W.  West, 

38 

157  K  High  street... 

Tinner. 

L.  Blake, 

30 

109  N.  Eden  street... 

Painter. 

B.  Shaw, 

51 

158  Monument  street 

Stone  Culler. 

J.  II  Cruse, 

40 

121  Ensor  street 

Cigar  Maker. 

W.  J.  Rafferty,     " 

88 

3  Valley  street 

Driver. 

J.  Gallagher         " 

»l 

40  N.  Exeter 

Gas  Fitter. 
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ENGINE    COMPANY    No.     i 

(Went  in  Service  April,  1S59.) 

Engine  House  situated  corner  Eutaw  Street  and  Driiid 
Hit  I  Avenue. 

Has  in  charge:     One   Steam  Fire  Engine;    two    Fc 
wheel  Hose  Carriages ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers:  five 
Horses  and  Harness,  with  all  necessary  equipments 
for  service. 


NAMES. 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPAl  1 

Geo  II  Houck,  Foreman. . . 

52 

•200  X.  Eutaw  street.. 

Passenger  Agent. 

J.  J.  McCoy,  Engineman  . . 

39 

25  Wyoming  street.  . 

Machinist. 

Jacob  Corns,  Ass't  " 

CO 

VV.M.  Hotel 

Machinist. 

J  Friedhoffer,  Hostler 

31 

.Monument  &  Eutaw 

Driver. 

J.  Gildea,  Fireman 

52 

216  Biddle  street 

Driver. 

.!.  Lavender,    " 

;0  Pearl  street 

Carpenter. 

J.  F.  Cook,      " 

25 

388  Pennsylvania  av< 

Carpenter. 

Win.  Morrow," 

32 

191  N  Eutaw  street.. 

Painter. 

Jno.  Hoffman," 

34 

20  Druid  Hill  avenue 

Can  Maker. 

Jno.J.  Houck," 

30 

200  N.  Eutaw  street.. 

Machinist. 

Jobn  Sisson,    " 

32 

80  Park  street 

Painter. 

II.  Walker,      " 

34 

470  Lexington  street 

Painter. 
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REPORT   OF   THE 


ENGINE    COMPANY    No.    8. 

(Went  into  Service  March,  1871.) 

Engine  House  situated  on  Mulberry  Street,  West  of 
Schroeder  Street. 

Has  in  chajge  :  One  Steam  Fire  Engine  ;  two  Four- 
wheel  Hose  Carriages;  two  Fire  Extinguishers;  four 
Horses  and  Harness,  with  all  necessary  equipments 
for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

30 

RESIDENCE. 

136  N.  Schroeder  St. . 

OCCUPATION. 

John  J.  Flynn,  Foreman. . . 

Stone  Cutter. 

M.  F.  AYelsh,  Engineman. . . 

30 

524  Lexington  street. 

Machinist. 

John  McKee,  Ass't  " 

35 

9  Parkin  street 

Machinist. 

Wm.  J.  Stewart,  Hostler. . . 

31 

124  N.  Schroeder  st. . 

Driver. 

A  J.  Walter,  Fireman 

44 

387  Saratoga  street. . 

Cigar  Maker. 

0.  D.  Burgess,      " 

44 

48  N.  Carrollton  ave. 

Silver  Plater. 

G.  B.  Chapman,    " 

49 

108  N.  Poppleton  st. . 

Shoemaker. 

F.  Johnston,         " 

38 

483  Saratoga  street.. . 

Carpenter. 

Howard  Scott,      u 

20 

501  Lexington  street. 

Bricklayer. 

Samuel  Marker,    " 

31 

G3  N.  Fremont  street. 

Carpenter. 

John  Gaffney,       " 

26 

•249  W.  B'.ddle  street. 

Machinist. 

Geo.  W  Krager,  " 

43 

252  W  Fayette  street. 

Cigar  Maker. 
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ENGINE    COMPANY    No.    9. 

(Went  in  Service  February,  1872.) 

Engine  House  situated  on  Madison  St.,  near  Broadway. 

Has  in  charge  :  One  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  one  Reserve 
Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four-wheel  Hose  Carriages ; 
two  Fire  Extinguishers;  five  Horses  and  Harness, 
with  all  necessary  equipments  for  service. 


NAMES. 

A(iE 
41 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

F.  D.  Kerr,  Foreman 

33G  E  Madison  street 

Rigger. 

D.  Rogers.  Engineman.. . . , 

35 

360  E.  Madison  street 

Machinist. 

Wm.  Stanton,  Ass'1  M 

33 

223  X.  Broadway... 

Machinist. 

John  Harney,  Hostler 

34 

33G  E.  Madison  street 

Driver. 

J.  McDevitt,  Fireram 

39 

358  E.  Madison  street 

Harness  Maker. 

G.  Mineburg,       " 

30 

24  N.  Central  avenue 

Barber. 

S.  Uhlfelder, 

38 

403  E.  Madison  street 

Huckster. 

Chas.  Frey,          <l 

2D 

295  E.  Madison  street 

Huckster. 

Chas.  Ncilson,     •* 

2* 

394  E.  Madison  street 

Bricklayer. 

Lemuel  Pierey,    ' 

32 

231  N.  Ann  street.  . . 

Laborer. 

Win.  Burner,       h 

30 

394  E.  Madison  street 

Laborer. 

Wm.  Baker, 

25 

253  F.  Jefferson  street 

Can  Maker. 
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REPORT   OF  THE 


ENGINE    COMPANY    No.    10. 

(Went  in  Service  December,  1872.) 

Engine  House  situated  on  Columbia  Avenue,  East  of 
Poppleton  Street. 

Has  in  charge :  one  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four- 
wheel  Hose  Carriages ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers ;  four 
Horses  and  Harness,  with  all  necessary  equipments 
for  s€     ice. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

Wm.  R.  Ward,  Foreman . . . 

38 

41  S.  Calhoun  street. 

Carpenter. 

Wm.  Thompson,Engincman 

58 

20  N.  Schroeder  streel 

Machinist. 

John  W.  Walsh,  Ass't  " 

32 

588  W.  Pratt  street.. 

Machinist. 

Henry  Dunn,  Hostler 

30 

534  Wr.  Pratt  street.. 

Driver. 

Alfred  Squires,  Fireman — 

39 

252  Washington  ave. 

Carpenter. 

John  Keily, 

32 

501  W.  Franklin  st... 

Bricklayer. 

Jesse  Keilhollz, 

3G 

382  W.  Lombard  St.. 

Mantel  Setter. 

John  C.  Brady,       " 

30 

238  Columbia  avenue 

Can  Maker. 

John  Lynch, 

30 

197  Ramsay  street. .. 

Laborer. 

John  0.  Leary,        " 

48 

1G4  Ramsay  street. . . 

Laborer. 

Charles  Meyer, 

24 

345  Columbia  avenue 

Porter. 

B.  F.  Seipp, 

28 

126  McHenry  street.. 

Plumber. 
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ENGINE    CO M  P  A N  Y    X o  .    11. 

(Went  in  Service  December,  1874.) 

Engine  House  situated  corner  of  Eastern  Avenue  and 

Gist  Street. 

Has  in  charge:  One  Steam  Fire  Engine;  two  Four- 
wheel  Hose  Carriages  ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers  ;  four 
Horses  and  Harness,  with  all  necessary  equipments 
for  service. 


NAMES. 


Andrew  Perry,  Foreman. 
John  Caldcr,  Engineman. 
P.F.Moriarity.Ass't  " 

Wm.  II.  Moore,  Hostler.. 
R.  V.  Pittinger,  Fireman. 
P.  F.  Bradly, 
Albert  Gier, 
II.  R.  Seippell, 
Jameb  R.  Baldwin,    " 
J.  D.  Daniels, 
James  A.  Kelly,         " 
Ebenezer  Smith,        " 


54  210  Gough  street.... 

I  35    356  Gough  street 

31  IT  S.  Front  street.... 
40  277  Gougb  street 

33  112  Collington  ave... 

37   50  Fawn  street 

27  349  E.Lombard  street 

32  135  Gougb  street.... 
20  180  Gougb  street  ... 
42  123  S.  Chester  street. 

28  29  Stiles  street 

37  278  N.  Ann  street  ... 


OCCUPATION. 


Pattern  Maker. 

Machinist. 

Machinist. 

Driver. 
Carpenter. 

Ship  Carpenter. 

Painter. 

Barber. 

Carpenter. 

Scroll  Sawyer. 

Gas  Fitter. 

Shoemaker. 
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REPORT    OF    THE 


ENGINE    COMPANY    No.    12. 

(Went  in  Service  February,  1875.) 

Engine  House  situated  corner  of  Johnson  Street  and 
Fort  Avenue. 

Has  in  charge  :  One  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  one  Reserve 
Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four-wheel  Hose  Carriages ; 
two  Fire  Extinguishers ;  one  Fuel  Wagon ;  five  Horses 
and  four  sets  of  Harness,  with  all  necessary  equip- 
ments for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

L.  J.  Broadwater,  Foreman. 

34 

6  Johnson  street 

Michael  Lycett,  Enginemar 

36 

232  Battery  avenue.  . 

T.  S.  Atkinson,  Ass't  " 

32 

159  Johnson  street, . . 

George  D.  Taylor,  Hostler. . 

48 

3G  Fort  avenue 

J.  W.  Moon,  Fireman 

30 

287  Battery  avenue. . 

D.  Mclntire, 

32 

652  S.  Charles  sheet. 

Henry  Seebach,    " 

30 

200  S.  Sharp  street... 

Wm.  Schultey,     " 

27 

128  AVcst  street 

B.  T.  Wirts, 

41 

36  Little  Church  st.. 

John  A.  Young,  " 

44 

223  Montgomery  st. . 

P.  McLaughlin,    " 

27 

184  Dover  street 

B.  Carter,              " 

22 

159  Hughes  street — 

OCCUPATION. 

Ship  Carpenter. 
.Machinist. 
Machinist. 
Driver. 
Laborer. 
Can  Maker. 
Laborer. 
Carpenter. 
Collar  Maker. 
Sail  Maker. 
Stone  Cutter. 
Moulder. 
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ENGINE    COMPANY    No.    13. 

(Went  in  Service  Marcb,  1876.) 

Engine  House  situated  corner  of  Myrtle  Avenue  and 
Fremont  Street. 

Has  in  charge :  One  Steam  Fire  Engine ;  two  Four- 
wheel  Hose  Carriages ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers ;  six 
Horses  and  Harness,  (two  of  which  are  for  the  use  of 
the  Lineman  of  the  Telegraph  Department.  rith  all 
necessary  equipments  for  service. 


NAMES 

AGE 

RESIDENCE.                      OCCUPATION. 

James  Kelly,  Foreman 

30 

268  Pennsylvania  ave.  Plasterer. 

John  II.  Deal,     Engineman 

39 

378  Myrtle  avenue. . .  Machinist. 

John  A.  Bannon,  Ass't  " 

38 

117   X.  Poppleton  st.  Machinist. 

Edward  McGeehan,  Hostler 

37 

452  N.  Fremont  street  Driver. 

E.  C.  Keyser,  Fireman.... 

32 

123  Mosher  street 

Can  Makef. 

Wm.  F.  Clabaugh,    " 

34 

297  Argyle  avenue.  . . 

Painter. 

George  Bowers,        " 

29 

492  W.  Lexington  st 

Paper  Hanger. 

James  LeDoyne,      " 

30 

62  Woodyear  street.. 

Cigar  Maker. 

Philip  Bowen,          " 

30 

170  Pennsylvania  ave. 

Cigar  Maker. 

Lawrence  Pistel,      " 

32 

Biddle  and  Penna.  av. 

Cigar  Maker. 

Louis  C.  Campbell,  " 

33 

105  W.  Townsend  st. 

Shoemaker. 

Cha8.  C.  Clabaugh,  " 

24 

4.V2  X.  Fremont  street 

Merchant. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  1. 

(Went  in  Service  February,  1859.) 

Truck  House  situated  on  Harrison  Street,  North  of 
Baltimore  Street. 

Has  in  charge  :  One  Hayes  Truck ;  one  Fuel  Wagon ; 
two  Fire  Extinguishers;  three  Horses  and  Harness, 
with  all  necessary  ladders  and  equipments  for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

Henry  W.  Mear?,  Foreman. 

33 

45  N.  Gay  street..... 

Undertaker. 

J.  V  Daugherty,  Tillerman. 

32 

80  K  Front  street... 

Steam  Fitter. 

J.  E.  Pattison,  Hostler 

35 

16  Watson  street. . . . 

Driver. 

John  B.  Keene,  Ladderman. 

42 

287  N.  Eden  street. . . 

Carpenter. 

John  P  Ward,           '; 

33 

1  May  street 

Undertaker. 

John  R.  Fair,            " 

33 

53  N.  Frederick  St.... 

Driver. 

Jae.  Disney, 

39 

286  N.  Gay  street.... 

Painter. 

Geo.  W.  Haskell,      " 

30 

29  Ensor  street 

Carpenter. 

John  Battee, 

31 

40  E.  Lombard  street. 

Bricklayer. 

Wm.  M.  Dunn, 

00 

59  N.  High  street 

Clerk. 

Fred..  Oelman,           " 

21 

125  German  street    . . 

Blacksmith. 

Jas.  L.  Southconf  \  " 

32 

I 

143  Townsend  street. 

Wire  Worker. 
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HOOK  AXD  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  2. 

(Went  in  Service  April,  1859.) 

Truck  House  situated  on  Paca  St.,  North  of  Fayette  St. 

Has  in  charge:  One  Truck;  two  Fire  Extinguishers; 
two  Horses  and  Harness,  with  all  necessary  ladders 
and  equipments  for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

Fred.  A.  Marston,  Foreman 

42 

117  Townsend  street. 

Painter. 

John  J.  Gill,  Tillerman  . . . 

52 

•202  W.Fayette  street 

Painter. 

Thos.  Montgomery,  Hostler. 

41 

23  X.  Paca  street 

Driver. 

Thos.  Wagner,  Ladderman . 

40 

0  Diamond  street. . . . 

Blacksmith. 

J.  F.  Schafer, 

43 

77  St.  Peter  street. . 

China  Packer. 

Lewis  Pistol, 

27 

39  Penn  street 

Die  Maker. 

Chap.  Rolf, 

27 

36  Marion  street 

Box  Maker. 

Edward  W.Windle," 

3G 

80  Amity  street 

Blacksmith. 

Fred.  Branan, 

35 

266  Mulberry  street.. 

Harness  Maker. 

Wm.  H.  Quigley,      " 

27 

371  Mulberry  street.. 

Carpenter. 

Richard  F.  Rous,      " 

30 

21  N.  Schroeder  st.. . 

Can  Maker. 

Chas.  H.  Baker, 

30 

Pearl,  near  Saratoga. 

Scale  Mala  p. 
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KEP0ET  OF  THE 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  3. 

(Went  in  Service  January,  1871.) 

Truck  House  situated  on  Ann  St.,  South  of  Pratt  St. 

Has  in  charge :  One  Truck ;  two  Fire  Extinguishers ; 
one  Fuel  Wagon ;  three  Horses  and  Harness,  with  all 
necessary  ladders  and  equipments  for  service. 


NAMES. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

OCCUPATION. 

(jieo.  W.  Foxwell,  Foreman. 

33 

178  S.  Ann  street... 

Shipwright. 

John  McClellan,  Tillerman 

47 

139  S.Eden  street... 

Sailmaker. 

Win.  E.  Vanrossnm,  Hostler 

33 

112  S.  Ann  street 

Driver. 

Richard  Henrix,  Ladderman 

31 

80  S.  Ann  street 

Seaman. 

George  Bosse,             " 

39 

40  S  Castle  street. . . . 

Cooper 

Louis  Locks,               " 

25 

96  N.Ann  street 

Confectioner. 

Jesse  Vickers, 

48 

513  S.  Ann  street 

Painter. 

John  Sauer,                 " 

32 

118  S.  Central  avenue 

Cooper. 

Andrew  German,        " 

32 

113  Fairmount  ave.. . 

Painter. 

John  N.  Downs, 

33 

410  Orleans  street.. . . 

Painter. 

Chas.  Schoepperlein,  " 

27 

55  S.  Register  street.. 

Upholsterer. 

Wm.  Patterson,           " 

2G 

16  Watson  street. . . . 

Saw  Maker. 

Henry  Heiderick,        " 

2G 

12  Watson  street  . . . 

Carpenter. 
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HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  4. 

(Went  in  Serviee  December,  1880.) 

Truck  House  situated  on  Biddle  Street,  West  of  Druid 
Hill  Avenue. 

Has  in  charge  :  One  Truck ;  one  Truck  in  reserve  ;  two 
Steam  Fire  Engines  in  reserve ;  four  Horses  and  Har- 
ness, with  all  necessary  ladders  and  equipments  for 
service. 


NAMEt 


Paul  Hoffman,  Foreman.. . 
John  W.  Blake,  Tillcrman. 
James  Gill,  Houseman  . . . . 
George  Thorp,  Hostler.   . . 
Jacob  Green,  Ladderman. . 
George  W.  Smith,    " 
C.  E.  Eichelberger,  " 
Harry  C.  Loane,        " 
Louis  P.  Scbeive, 
Andrew  Bilson,         " 
Win.  La  Shorn, 
Wm.  Blond. -11, 
John  C.  Turner, 


AOL 


RESIDENCE. 


OCCUPATION. 


29  255  W.  Biddle  street. 
45  172  N.  Eutaw  street.. 
3G  id  Broom  street .... 

30  U  Parkin  street 

2G  99  Pennsylvania  are. 

30  196  W.  Biddle  street. 

35  466  W.  Saratoga  St.. 

29  -224  W.  Biddle  street. 

29  9  New  street 

30  30  Argyle  avenue.... 
35  110  Pennsylvania  avc 
2G  351  Pennsylvania  avc 
37  lOTessier  street 


Candy  Maker. 

Machinist. 

Moulder. 

Driver. 

Stone  Cutter. 

Bricklayer. 

Painter. 

Bricklayer. 

Paper  Hanger. 

Plasterer. 

Upholsterer, 

Painter. 

Bricklayer 


"R,  E  F  O  E.T 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Police  and  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph. 


REPORT. 


Baltimore,  January  1.  1882. 

To  the  Honorable  Board 

of  Fire  Com  m  issioners  : 
Gentlemen  : 

In  submitting'  to  you  my  report  of  the  extensions, 
improvements  and  changes  made  in  the  Police  and  Fire 
Alarm  Telegraph  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
it  is  a  source  of  congratulation  that  we  have  passed 
through  it  without  any  serious  damage  to  either  wires 
or  machinery. 

A  thorough  inspection  of  the  lines,  made  near  the  close 
of  the  year,  show  them  to  be  in  very  good  condition,  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  wires,  etc.,  being  very  small.  The 
very  large  number  of  telegraph  and  telephone  wires 
being  run  through  our  city,  increase  the  liability  of 
trouble,  and  1  have  no  doubt  our  difficulties  shall  in- 
crease  from  year  to  year,  so  long  as  our  wires  are  run 
over  head. 

There  can  be  no  relief  from  this  except  the  under- 
ground telegraph. 

As  to  the  practicability  of  underground  telegraphy, 
there  is  no  question.     The  only  and  strongest  objection 
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to  this  system  is  the  heavy  expense.  Should  the  matter 
be  considered  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  the 
burden  could  be  made  light  by  placing  a  portion  of  our 
wires  under  ground,  annually. 

The  security  from  trouble,  saving  of  repairs,  &c, 
would  more  than  compensate  in  a  few  years. 

There  is  hardly  a  street  in  the  business  portion  of  the 
city  but  has  a  line  of  poles  on  each  side  ;  and  the  house- 
tops are  fairly  covered  with  wires. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  lack  of  pro- 
tection to  property  of  our  citizens  through  the  scarcity 
of  fire-alarm  boxes. 

When  our  new  telegraph  was  turned  over  to  the  city 
authorities,  nearly  five  years  ago,  there  was  one  hundred 
and  fifty  alarm  boxes,  and  since  that  time  only  nine 
additional  boxes  have  been  put  up. 

The  rapid  growth  of  our  city  during  that  time,  shows 
the  positive  necessity  of  an  increase  at  an  early  date  in 
that  direction.  The  loss  of  time  in  getting  the  alarm  to 
the  engine  companies  frequently  causes  great  damage 
to  property,  and  sometimes  loss  of  life. 

In  many  localities  the  distance  from  box  to  box  is 
from  five  to  eight  blocks. 

In  February  last,  by  order  of  the  board,  all  alarm 
boxes  were  taken  out  and  speeded  up  by  the  represen- 
tative of  Gamewell  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Considerable  time  is  saved  by  this  change ;  the  com- 
panies receive  the  alarm  in  at  least  one-third  less  time 
than  formerly,  which  is  of  great  assistance  to  the  de- 
partment. 
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Our  independent  circuit  being  overcrowed  and  almost 
rendered  useless,  by  the  large  number  of  gongs  thereon, 
we  put  up  the  new  telephone  line,  relieving  the  inde- 
pendent circuit,  and  making  both  very  useful. 

The  principal  trouble  experienced,  is  the  leaving  of 
the  key  open,  after  being  used  in  the  engine  houses, 
and  frequently  compelling  the  lineman  to  go  after 
the  trouble  during  the  night. 

I  would  suggest,  to  remedy  this,  that  the  keys  on 
telephone  line  be  changed  to  back  stroke. 

AVhile  putting  up  this  new  line,  had  wires  changed  as 
follows  : 

Xo.  3  circuit,  from  house  tops  to  poles,  from  German 
and  Light  streets,  to  Charles  and  Barre;and  indepen- 
dent circuit  for  house  tops  to  poles  on  Bethel  street, 
between  Eastern  avenue  and  Pratt  streets. 

Again,  I  call  attention  to  the  condition  of  telephone 
line  to  Marine  Hospital. 

The  line  must  be  rebuilt  shortly  as  a  matter  of 
economy,  as  it  will  take  more  to  keep  in  repair  than  to 
rebuild. 

In  my  inspection  tour,  many  changes  were  noticeable 
which  would  benefit  our  lines,  and  would  suggest  them, 
as  follows  -. 

To  change  route  of  line  up  Carey  street  from  Mulberry 
to  box  411 . 

By  making  this  change,  it  will  take  the  elbow  out  of 
line  from  Mulberry  and  Carrollton  avenue,  along  Car- 
rollton  avenue  to  Franklin  street,  thence  to  Franklin 
and  Carey  streets. 
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To  place  fifty-foot  pole,  corner  of  Green  and  Raborg 
street,  to  clear  Western  Union  wires. 

Forty-five-foot  pole,  corner  Fremont  and  Raborg 
streets,  for  same  purpose.  At  present  our  wires  run 
through  Western  Union. 

We  have  considerable  trouble  from  wires  running 
through  trees,  both  from  crosses  and  heavy  escapes,  and 
to  relieve  us  of  this,  would  suggest  poles  be  placed  as 
follows  : 

Two  45-foot  poles  on  Bentalou  street,  between  Mc 
Henry  street  and  Frederick  road. 

One  40-foot  pole,  corner  Fremont  and  Columbia 
streets. 

One  45-foot  pole,  corner  Fulton  and  Fayette  streets. 

Two  45-foot  poles,  Fremont  and  Lanvale  streets. 

One  40-foot  pole,  Patterson  avenue  and  Gilmor  street. 

Two  40  foot  and  one    35-foot    pole,    McMechen    and 

Bolton  streets. 

One  40-foot  pole,  Mt.  Royal  avenue  and  Wilson  street. 

We  will  be  shortly  called  upon  to  change  wires  from 
No.  4  Engine  House  to  new  building.  The  best  route 
would  be  from  a  fifty-five  or  sixty  foot  pole  on  Davis 
street  to  Middle  Police  Station,  thence  to  fixture  on  City 
Hall — the  connections  could  then  be  made  to  the  rear  of 
new  building. 

I  made  an  examination  of  the  route  now  covered  by 
our  house-top  circuits,  to  which  I  am  positively  opposed, 
for  fire-alarm  telegraph  purposes,  but  find  the  streets 
crowed  with  poles  on  both  sides,  so  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  city  to  put  any  up  for  its  use. 
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The  change  could  be  made  by  securing  the  use  of  a 
great  many  poles  belonging  to  private  telegraph  com- 
panies, which  would  be  almost  as  bad  as  house-top 
wires. 

Very  little  work  was  done  during  the  year  to  lines, 
except  extensions,  a  statement  of  which  follows  : 

January. 

Moved  box  31,  corner  Pleasant  and  Calvert  streets,  to 
new  pole. 

Put  second  size  trip  gong  in  Assistant  Chief  Engineer 
Murphy's  house 

Connected  364  box,  No.  4  Truck  house  in  service. 

Put  gong  in  Foreman  Sonthcomb's  house. 

Moved  box  3  from  side  of  No.  4  Engine  House  to  pole. 

February. 

Reversed  office  wire  at  Eastern  Police  Station.  Took 
out  all  boxes  for  Mr.  Gardner  to  examine  and  speed  up. 

March. 

All  boxes  speeded  up  and  placed  in  position. 

Moved  loop,  corner  Howard  and  German  streets,  run- 
ning to  box  412,  Baltimore  and  Hanover,  on  account  of 
building  being  torn  down. 

Changed  gong  at  Eire  Inspector  Holloway's  office  to 
new  office,  No.  12  German  street. 

Moved  pole  on  Sharp  street,  near  Lombard,  in  way  of 
new  warehouse  being  erected. 
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April. 

Changed  gong  to  Assistant  Chief  Engineer  Murphy's 
new  residence. 

Placed  in  service  three  new  boxes,  72,  73  and  67. 

In  extending  lines  to  localities  where  boxes  where 
placed,  used  thirty-nine  thirty-five-foot  poles,  two  forty- 
foot  poles,  three  miles  of  No.  9  galvanized  wire,  forty- 
one  two-wire  cross-arms,  six  T-arms,  forty-six  bolts, 
twenty-five  lbs.  spikes,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  kerito 
wire,  three  pieces  gas  pipe,  and  other  material  in  small 
quantities. 

Changed  box  Go,  from  east  side  of  Wells  and  Hanover 
streets,  to  west  side. 

Put  gong  in  House  of  Foreman  Broadwater. 

Moved  pole  on  Morton  alley,  near  Eager  street ;  inter- 
fered with  erection  of  new  stable. 

June. 

Run  new  telephone  wire  and  changed  wires  as  men- 
tioned in  beginning  of  report. 

July. 

Moved  box  513,  from  Pratt  and  Sharp  streets  to  Lom- 
bard and  Sharp,  for  better  protection  of  large  and  valu- 
able warehouses  lately  constructed  in  that  vicinity. 

Put  gong  in  house  of  fireman  Frederick  May. 

Lie-set  pole  corner  ( 'ross  and  Johnson  streets  on  account 
of  rottenness. 
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August. 

Moved  pole  on  Morton  alley,  near  Eager  street,  to 
opposite  side  of  the  alley.  Owner  of  new  stable  claimed 
pole  interfered  with  the  unloading  of  his  hay  'T  agons. 

Put  up  forty- eight  foot  pole  corner  Light  and  AVest 
streets,  and  changed  line  from  east  to  west  side  of 
Light  street. 

Put  up  new  35-foot  pole  at  Southern  Police  Station. 

Changed  wires  at  Gay  street  bridge,  from  poles  to 
house  top,  (temporarily)  being  in  the  way  of  derrick  used 
in  putting  up  new  walls  at  Jones'  Falls. 

Took  gong  out  of  Foreman  O'Neal's  house. 

September. 

Moved  pole  corner  Monument  and  Gay  streets— in  way 
of  curbing. 

Put  up  new  thirty-fi  ve-foot  pole,  corner  Baltimore  and 
Green  streets. 

October. 

Put  in  service  new  box  136,  foot  of  Union  dock;  used 
six  :3o~foot  poles,  I  mile  wire,  seven  2- wire  cross-arms,  1 
T-arm  insulators,  kerite  Wire,  bolts,  washers,  &c. 

Put  up  fifty-foot  pole,  corner  Calvert  and  German 
streets,  to  clear  wires — 13.  &  O.  R.  R.  Co.  furnishing  all 
material . 

Raised  wires  corner  Carey  and  Baltimore  streets ; 
Fayette  and  Green;  Madison  and  Boundary  avenues; 
corner  Exeter  and  Baltimore ;  Broadway  and  Pratt. 
Took  wires   down  corner  Baltimore  and  Pine.     These 
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changes   were   made  to  prevent  interference   of  wires 
with  Oriole  procession. 

Changed  wires  corner  Sharp  and  German  streets,  to 
keep  them  clear. 

Put  gong  in  Commissioner  Register's  house. 

"Moved  pole  corner  Fremont  and  Ridgely — in  way  of 
new  building. 

November. 

Put  up  fifty-two-foot  pole  corner  Camden  and  Eutaw 
streets,  and  changed  wires  from  house  top  to  pole. 

December. 

Moved  pole  from  east  to    west  side    of   Gilmor   and 
Mulberry  streets. 

Put  gong   in  Fire  Inspector's  Holloway's  house,  on 
alarm  circuit  No.  4. 

Material  in  charge  of  batteryman  Byrne,  to  date  : 

4  bbls.  Blue  stone. 

75  New  Zincs. 

275  New  Coppers. 

50  Cells,  Leclanche. 

832  Cells,  Gravity  Battery,  (in  use.) 

77  Leclanche,  (in  use.) 

200  Battery  Jars. 

40  lb.  of  Brass  screws,  etc. 

Consumed  during  1881 : 

10995  lbs.  Blue  stone. 
159G  New  Zincs. 
355  New  Coppers. 
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For  this  Department  the  following  will  be  necesssry 
for  1882: 

45  bbls.  Blue  stone. 
1800  Zincs. 
500  Coppers. 

Material  on  hand  in  Lineman's  Department,  consist  of : 

1  Wire  reel. 

G  Coils  No.  10  wire, 

3  Coils  No.  9  wire. 
300  lbs.  old  wire. 

4  Pike  poles,  and  1  butt  pole. 
4  Digging  Irons. 

I  Cant  hook. 
100  lbs.  Spikes. 

100  Bolts  and  Washers. 

II  4-wire  cross-arms. 
15  T-arms. 

1  Large  Vise. 
G  Drawing  knives. 
1  Kite  Tail  burner. 
1  Soldering  pot. 

1  20-foot  ladder. 

2  Straps  and  Vises. 

1  Single  Vise. 

2  Pair  Plyers. 

1  Ratchet  brace. 

12  Bits,  different  sizes. 
4  Chisels. 

2  Drills. 

3  Axes. 
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This  department  will  need  cross-arms,  glass  insulators 
and  other  material  necessary  for  repairs. 

Alarms  of  fire  passed  through  as  follows  : 

1st  Alarms,  210. 
2d  Alarms,  14. 
General  Alarms,  1 . 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  assistants  in 
this  department,  for  strict  attention  to  their  duties.  To 
them,  members  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Department, 
and  others,  I  feel  greatly  indebted  for  kind  assistance. 

The  force  of  this  office  is — 

Operators — H.  P.  Lucas, 

Alex.  Crummer, 

F.  J.  Connor, 

F.  L.  McAleese, 

Substitute  Operator — J.  T.  Grasty, 

Lineman — Robert  Kain. 

Assistant  Lineman  and  Battery  man — Thomas  F.  Byrne. 

Respectfully, 

Chas.  J.  McAleese, 
Supt.  of  Police  and  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph. 


